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Compassion Ministry Welcomes Rev. Cindy Mapstone

Beginning in January we will start a time 
of transition in our Congregational Care 
Ministries.  In 2009 we started building a 
ministry dedicated to better serving our 
congregation in times of challenge.  Under 
the direction of Kay Paulsen, who at the 
time was serving as the Director of the 
Chancel Choir, we have been able to build 
a comprehensive system of congregational 
care including Stephen Ministry, Compassion 
Cooks, Prayer & Care, Prayer Chain, along 
with reaching out to College Students and 
Military Personnel. Kay has announce her 
plans to retire from the DeWitt Community 
Church Staff on June 30, 2018.  While Kay and 
her family plan on remaining involved, she 

will be stepping down from her position on 
staff.

The Rev. Cindy Mapstone will be assuming 
Kay’s responsibilities after her retirement.  
Cindy has been serving as an Adjunct 
Associate Pastor since May of this year. 
During the months of  January - June 
both Kay and Cindy will be working part 
time together to help make sure that the 
transition is both smooth and effective.

We have a great deal to be thankful for in 
both Kay’s exemplary service and in finding 
such a gifted pastor as Cindy.  We are truly 
fortunate!  - Dr. Sommers

IF:GATHERING 2018 
Feb 9, 6:30 PM – 10:00PM, Feb 10, 9:30 AM – 7:00PM
REGISTER NOW AT dewittchurch.org/if
Tens of thousands of women worldwide will participate in the IF:Gathering 
via a livestream from a sold out event in Austin, Texas.  With a variety of 
cultures and denominations represented, these women hold one thing in 
common: they want to live like God is real. IF:DeWitt Community Church, a 
part of the IF:Gathering 2018 global event and open to women of all ages. 
Extend your invitation to others and invite a friend to share this experience.
Our event will be held at The Red Mill Inn, Baldwinsville: theredmillinn.com. 
Staying overnight is recommended but not required. Room prices vary 
based on size and occupancy from $69 - $140 a night. Rooms are limited! 
For questions or scholarship information contact Kay Paulsen, kpaulsen@
dewittchurch.org.
IF:GATHERING is great for teens too! Please contact Mary Chirello with 
questions or to RSVP, 315.247.0060 or mchirello@dewittchurch.org.
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WEEKLY IN 
JANUARY

Please check the Weekly Announcements 
for any changes to the Church schedule.

SUNDAY
9:00 AM
Chapel Service (Miller Commons)
9:45 AM
Pageant Rehearsal (Room 9) 
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Study (Room 42)
Religious Literacy Class (Room 6)
11:00 AM
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Youth Worship (Room 7)
Nursery – Ages 0-3 (Rm 45)
Children’s Sunday School
(Room 44)

MONDAY
3:00 PM
Disciple Bible Study (Parlor)
7:00 PM
Embassy Bell Choir (Choir Room) 

TUESDAY
1:30 PM 
Program Staff Meeting (Library)

WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM 
Bible Study (Rm 42/Parlor) 
10:45 AM 
Stay & Play (Gym) 

THURSDAY
6:00 PM
Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00 PM
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Room) 

FRIDAY
9:00 AM
Bulletin Inserts (Library)

SATURDAY
5:30 PM
Chapel Service (Miller Commons)

Samaritan Center Volunteers
We need 4 volunteers to arrive at 10:30 AM for 
prep work, and for the rest of our volunteers 
to arrive at 12:15 PM.  If you can volunteer, 
consider bringing a friend.  What better way 
to get into the holiday spirit by serving with a 
friend! If you are interested in volunteering for 
our next trip to the Samaritan Center, or would 
like to be contacted about future opportunities 
to serve, please email Craig Mabbett at 
cmabbett@twcny.rr.com, or call 315.436.0429.  
If you need transportation arrangements can 
be made. Upcoming dates: February 25, 
April 22, June 17, July 15.

Starting Point
Starting Point is the place for getting 
acquainted with  DeWitt Community Church 
- finding a small group, learning about our 
ministries, and meeting church staff. Starting 
Point lasts for approximately 20 minutes and 
children are welcome to attend. Please feel 
free to grab some refreshments and join us in 
the Library. If you plan to attend Starting Point, 
please contact the church office: 315-445-0331 
or office@dewittchurch.org.
Starting Point sessions will be held on: 
 January 28, February 11 & March 18.

Quarterly Congregational 
Lunch
January 21 at 12:15PM - Miller Commons
We will be proving the main dish and drinks. 
Please bring a side dish or dessert to pass. 
RSVP to mchirello@dewittchurch.org or 315-
247-0060 no later than January 17.

Christmas Tree Clean Up
Tuesday, January 9 - 9 AM
Tree take down party in the Parlor with the 
Cross-Stich Guild. We need tall people, young 
people, and "sitters".

Sunday, January 7
•6:00 PM 
CNY Singing Garden Recital (Sanctuary)

Monday, January 8
•9:30 AM
WA Steering Committee 
(Room 42)

Tuesday, January 9
•9:00 AM
Cross-Stich Guild Christmas Tree Take Down 
(Parlor)
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision 
(Room 42) 
•9:30 AM
IF:EQUIP (Miller Commons)
•12:00 PM
All Staff Meeting (Parlor) 

Wed, January 10
•5:30 PM
Advisory Dinner (Library)
•7:00 PM
Board of Trustees Meeting (Room 6)

Monday, January 15
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Office Closed

Tuesday, January 16
•5:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Training (Room 42) 

Wednesday, January 17
•6:00 PM
Property Management Committee (Library)

Sunday, January 21
•12:00 PM 
Quarterly Congregational Luncheon 
(Miller Commons)

Tuesday, January 23
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision (Parlor)
•5:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Training (Room 42) 

Thursday, January 25
•10:00 AM 
Cut-Ups (Room 6)

Sunday, January 28
•12:00 PM 
Starting Point (Library)
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The last time I checked, we had a little over 
1,800 people listed as members at DeWitt 
Community Church.  In addition, there 
are probably 300-400 people who are not 
members but call DeWitt their spiritual home.  
And one thing that I am keenly aware of is 
that each person is different… no two are 
alike.  Each of us have our own story and our 
own path; and each one of us have our own 
understanding of God’s ways and God’s call 
on our lives.  Hopefully that understanding 

continues to grow and change as we mature in our faith.

One of the strengths of DeWitt Community Church is that we truly 
strive to live up to our motto, A Christian Church for All People.”  
While we are united in our desire to follow the ways of Christ, we 
are all distinctly different in how we see and understand and live 
out our faith.  We have people from many different faith traditions, 
and some who join us come from no particular religious tradition.  I 
personally think that is a strength of our congregation.

There is something, however, that I think we need to be aware of and 
on guard against as a congregation.  According to the December 
20 edition of the Wall Street Journal, the new tax law that has been 
adopted by congress has a provision that allows charities and even 
churches not only to endorse political candidates and campaigns, 

but also to make campaign contributions as well.  Please allow me 
to be blunt; I believe this to be a HUGE mistake.  I have long believed 
that one of the strengths of our country has been our religious 
liberty and the separation of church and state.

We work very hard to be unified as a church in our mission.  As a 
congregation that has people who hold a wide variety of political 
and philosophical viewpoints, the idea of endorsing or financially 
supporting a particular candidate or political issue is contrary to our 
identity as a Christian Church for all People.

As our nations seems to grow more divided, we as a congregation have 
a unique opportunity to unite people from different backgrounds 
and viewpoints to work and serve together as followers of Christ.  

As we enter this New Year, I believe a part of God’s call on the life 
of our congregation is to be a living example of unity despite the 
divisiveness of our times.

Rejoicing Always!

 

Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Senior Minister

Honor Flight Syracuse continues to exe-
cute our ambitious plan to fly at least two 
(2) missions each year to serve Veterans 
from the greater Syracuse area – covering 

ten counties in Central NY, Northern 
NY, and the Mohawk Valley. We ex-
ist to express our deep and undy-

ing gratitude to the service men and 
women who so deeply sacrificed to 

win and maintain America’s freedom.

Honor Flight Network receives no 
national, government sponsor-
ship. Our funding comes primarily 
from individuals that recognize 

the great accomplishments and 
sacrifices of veterans and want them 

t o see their memorial before it's 
too late. Other significant con-

tributors have been fraternal orga-
nizations such as local American Legion 

& VFW posts and chapters, as well as some 
business sponsorship.  Thank you for mak-
ing Honor Flight your January Mission of 
the Month.

Mission of the Month-Honor Flight Syracuse
Honor Flight, Inc. and affiliated hubs in the 
national Honor Flight Network are private, 
not-for-profit organizations created solely 
to honor America’s Veterans for their many 
sacrifices.

MISSION STATEMENT: Honor 
America’s veterans by transporting 
them to Washington, D.C. to visit 
the national memorials dedicated to 
their service and sacrifice.

GOAL: Help every single war 
veteran in the greater Syracuse 
area, willing and capable, to 
obtain a flight (or a bus-trip) to 
visit THEIR memorial at NO COST to them.

PRIORITY: Top priority is given to Ameri-
ca’s most senior-citizen heroes – veterans 
of World War-II and any war veteran with a 
terminal illness. Additionally, the program 
has begun our outreach to Korean War and 
Vietnam War veterans. In the future, veter-
ans of other conflicts will be served on a 
chronological basis.

MOTTO: “We can’t all be heroes. Some of us 
have to stand on the curb and clap as they 
go by.” — Will Rogers

In May 
2012, 
Syracuse became 
an official hub in the Honor Flight 
Network. Since then our founding 
board and core group of volunteers have 
built a viable, long-term organization to 
provide “the Honor Flight Mission” experi-
ence to all veterans across all conflicts.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

4

Ben Rayland-Children's Ministry Director
Gloria Trode-Director of Children's Music
childrensministry@dewittchurch.org 
SATURDAY 5:30 PM-Child care available during the evening service 
SUNDAY 9AM-Child care available during the early service
 10AM-Child care available during the Education Hour
 11AM-Nursery and Sunday School for all ages 

From the Children’s Ministry Director
Friends and Believers,
I usually start out my monthly message with 
some sort of motivational or religious quote 
from a famous person.  Whilst I am in no way 
famous, I would like to offer a little tidbit 
from yours truly.  As many of you may know, 
I am also a Certified Strength Coach.  I’ve 
been coaching athletes off and on for over 
20 years and say this to all my students at the 
beginning of each and every session.  “IT’S A 

GOOD DAY TO GET BETTER!”
A New Year always brings a new beginning.  But you don’t have a 
chance to get better just every day.  Every hour, every minute, every 
second…presents you with an opportunity to be a better person.  To 
turn it all around.  In so many ways!  You can eat healthier, you can 
connect more closely with the Lord, or you can be a better spouse, 
parent, and friend.  But’s it’s all right in front of you.  You can always 
improve!
With all that being said, the great Coach Jim Valvano used to always 
say that every once in a while you have to stop and take a look at 
how far you’ve come.  You have to reflect on the past in order to “GET 
BETTER”!
I am so proud of our Children’s Ministry team and how far we’ve come.  
I am in awe of Gloria Trode, our Director of Children’s Music.  For those 
who didn’t have a chance to make it to the gym on December 17th 
after service, our Christmas Pageant was utterly amazing.  Instead of 
performing a traditional Pageant, Gloria took on a hip, unorthodox 
approach!  Arrest These Merry Gentlemen was the title.  It was different.  
It was cool and fresh.  It had everything from comedy to rock music 
all wrapped into a delightful performance by our children.  Gloria 
then followed up that tough act (pun intended) by dazzling us all 
at our 4:30pm Christmas Eve Family Worship Service.  The Children’s 
Choir sang several songs for our congregation.  Their hard work, 
enthusiasm, and dedication was on display for us all.  It was truly the 
best moment of my Christmas Eve!  Thank you Gloria for all of your 
hard work and positivity.  You never do a rote job.  Every performance 
is a cut above!
I would now like to carry that momentum we’ve built from a 
successful Christmas season into the New Year with another fresh 
idea.  Winter Vacation Bible School (VBS).  Other Churches, the DCC 
included, have talked about doing something like this for quite some 
time.  But it’s never actually been done.  Putting on two Vacation 
Bible Schools in a calendar year (Summer and Winter) is a daunting 
task.  We are going to give this our best swing.  There will be a Winter 
VBS here during Winter School Break from Monday, February 19th 
through Friday, February 23rd.
As always, we have our sights set high.  We want 100 children in this 
building for the event!  Go big or go home!  If we get that kind of 
attendance, we are going to need help!  If you could please pray, 
reflect, and consider lending a hand for this blessed event, we would 
truly appreciate it!
It has been a great year, and a true privilege for me to serve as your 
Children’s Ministry Director.  I am humbled by what a great team 
can accomplish when focused and driven!  Here’s to an even more 
prosperous year in 2018!  Yeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeow!
Together in Christ, 
Ben

Sunday Music Ministry for Young People 
will resume on January 7, 2017
Dewitt Community Church Children’s Choir 9:45-10:15 AM
All children Elementary through Grade 8 (able to read words)
Director, Gloria Trode Accompanist, Laura Enslin

Treble Makers 10:20-10:50 AM
All children Kindergarten through Grade 3 
Music Assistant, Lauren Mosier

Young Ringers 10:20-10:50 AM 
All Children and Youth Grades 4 and up
Gloria Trode, Director Lauren Mosier, Music Assistant

Praise Kids! 10:55-11:15 AM (Sunday School Opening)
All Children Kindergarten through Grade 5
Led by Gloria Trode, Lauren Mosier and Ben Rayland

“And he who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” - Revelation 21:5
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$25 per child or $50 per family 
February 19-23, 9 AM to 12 PM - Gym
Register Now @ dewittchurch.org/vbs 
We are going to try something a bit different 
here in our Children's Ministry Department 
at the DCC this year!  We are going to have a 
Winter VBS during Winter Break in 2018!  This 
Winter VBS will be in addition to the Summer 
VBS we will run this August!  Gloria, the staff at 
the DCC, and I are all truly excited about this 
blessed event.  VBS is the only opportunity 
some local children have to get some Jesus 
in their lives and we are so pumped to do 
it twice!  At Maker Fun Factory VBS kids 
discover not only that God made them the 
way they are, but for a purpose too.  Kids take 
a Bible learning adventure with Sciency-Fun 
Gizmos, games, cool songs, and tasty treats, 
just to name a few.  Monday through Friday 
9AM-12PM + Sunday Morning Celebration! 

YOUTH MINISTRY
Mary Chirello-Youth Ministry Director
Email: mchirello@dewittchurch.org 
Call/Text: 315.247.0060

#Glowhard Capture the Flag 
is Back! 
January 20 from 7-9 PM - DCC
All 6th-12th graders, save the date for 

glow in the dark capture the flag. Bring your friends and meet in 
Miller Commons. You MUST RSVP for this event to ensure we have 
enough glow materials. Please RSVP to Mary by January 17. 

Sweet Frog Thursdays
All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join Mary at Sweet Frog 
frozen yogurt in Fayetteville from 3-4 PM on January 11 AND 
January 25. If you need a ride, let Mary know! 

Summer Servants 2018
This year, DCC will be participating in Summer Servants the Week 
of July 15-19. All high school students are eligible to attend and I 
encourage those adults interested in volunteering to pray about 
helping out with this trip. It's an experience more powerful than 
can be put into words. If you would like to participate, or you have 
questions, please contact Mary. 

WINTER BREAK VBS
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A NOTE TO THE CONGREGATION

Prayer Request Cards
Prayer Request Cards are available at various locations 
in the church.  If you have a prayer request you would 
like to share, please fill out the yellow card and drop it 
in a communication box or leave it in the office.

Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain is group of members who commit 
to pray consistently for requests that come in the 
form of an e-mail. If you would like to receive prayer 
requests or no longer receive them, please alert Kay 
Paulsen, paulsenk@dewittchurch.org. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Do you like to knit or crochet?  Consider joining the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.  You can create shawls for 
those who are ill or experiencing loss or a square for 
military to wear in their helmet. For more information 
contact Nancy Bond, nancybond3@gmail.com for 
yarn and patterns. 

Hello Friends,

Your DCC Board of Trustees sends along a very heartfelt Happy 
New Year to you all! May 2018 bless every one of us with health, 
happiness and contentment.

The beginning of a new year always provides us a chance to 
consider the possibilities and challenge ourselves:

 Exercising more often
 Eating healthier
 Renewed pursuits of spiritual activities
 Reading more and watching TV less
 Improving our relationships with friends old & new
 Giving more of our time and money to others
 And on & on

For each of us there is an ability to proactively do something(s) 

to improve our health or relationships or our own personal well-
being. No matter what you may choose it is our hope that you are 
successful and find reward in your efforts.

Soon we will be discussing additional opportunities for 
volunteering within our community. It is my strong hope that you 
will consider joining us in these efforts as we move forward with 
spreading God’s love to our neighbors in need.

I would like to quickly extend my sincerest appreciation for 
everyone who made the 2017 Christmas season so wonderful. 
There are literally too many to name so I will simply say THANK 
YOU to all.

God bless you all and Happy 2018!

Rick Hall

President DCC Board of Trustees

COMPASSION MINISTRY

COMPASSION COOKS 2018 
Project Dates
Friday, February 23, 6-7:30 PM, Pack soup 
supper bags for those living alone without 
family nearby.
Tuesday morning, March 27, Bring your 
contribution for the Staff Appreciation 
Brunch to the church. Volunteers needed for 
set-up and clean-up.
Monday, June 18, 6-8 PM, place TBA, end of 
year potluck celebration.
Check out the Compassion Cooks Blog at: 
dcccooks.tumblr.com, to find some of our 
delicious recipes. 

Stephen Ministry Training Class: January 16 — May 22 
DeWitt Community Church is training a new group of Stephen Ministers on Tuesday 
evenings, 5:30-8:00 PM, January 16 – May 22, 2018. Stephen Ministers are congregation 
members who participate in 50 hours of training. They learn how to provide emotional 
and spiritual support to people who are going through a time of challenge or transition, 
such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, unemployment, terminal illness, relocation, chronic 
illness, or loneliness. A trained and commissioned Stephen Minister is paired with one 
person who needs pastoral care.  The minister meets with this person once a week for as 
long as needed.  We invite you to prayerfully consider whether you are being called to 
this ministry. For more information and an application, contact Dr. Kay Paulsen, Director 
of Congregational Care, 315.200.5650, paulsenk@dewittchurch.org.  You are invited to 
check out the information on our webpage, dewittchurch.org/Stephen-ministry, as well as 
more detailed information on the webpage for Stephen Ministries National Headquarters: 
stephenministries.org.

COMPASSION COOKS
BEHIND THE SCENES MAKING A DIFFERENCE
39 Tins of Christmas Cookies Prepared and Distributed 
Room six looked like cookie heaven when the Compassion Cooks gathered to assemble 
tins of homemade cookies to be distributed to congregation members who have lost 
loved ones, who live alone or are nursing home residents. If you believe you should have 
received cookies and did not, please let us know so we can add you to the list for the next 
time. If you would like to join Compassion Cooks, contact Kay Paulsen, 
paulsenk@dewittchurch.org or 313.200.5650. 
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A group of Christian surveyors went 
out to a random city with a video 
camera and asked two questions:

1.  What’s your opinion of Jesus Christ?

2.  What’s your opinion of Christians? 

The responses to the first question 
were overwhelmingly positive with 
such words and phrases as “Awesome”, 
“He’s my savior”, “I love that guy”, “He’s 
all about peace”, “forgiveness”, and 
“wise”.

The responses to the second question were overwhelmingly 
negative with such words and phrases as “Judgmental”, “Intolerant”, 
“Hypocrite”, “Hate”, and “They are a bunch of nuts”.

If people have such a high view of Jesus Christ, then why did these 
respondents have such a low view of Christians? Christians are 
supposed to follow and represent Jesus Christ. The responses to 
both questions should be identical. Perhaps we need to look at the 
data of what is going on in the pew and on the street.

In the early 1990s, about two out of 10 U.S. adults were churchless. 
In the early 2000s, it was three in 10. Today, the churchless make up 
nearly half the adult population. Today, about 156 million U.S. adults 
and children are churchless. [1]

In spite of America’s “Christian” self-description, there is a growing 
sense among North American Christ-followers that the culture is 
changing faster than we can keep up with or respond to—and we’re 
not always sure how to live faithfully in a world that feels like it’s 
headed off the rails. Not too many years ago, church attendance and 
basic Bible literacy were the cultural norm. Being a Christian didn’t 
feel like swimming against the cultural current.

The raw number of unchurched people in the United States is 
staggering. Most of what gets counted as “church growth” is actually 

transfer growth, rather than conversion growth—that is, people 
transferring their allegiance from one church to another, not 
transitioning from non-Christian to Christ-follower. If churches hope 
to grow by discipling new believers, we must improve our ability 
to attract those who are intentionally avoiding a connection with a 
church.[2]

The fact is many people are looking for a meaningful faith 
community experience, but they do not want to go to “that” church. 
The perception of “churches” among the religiously unaffiliated is 
that churches are full of Christians who are judgmental, inflexible, 
immature, hateful, and hypocritical. 

How can we as Christians change this perception?

Instead of blaming the media or public misconceptions, we Christians 
(specifically, DeWitt Community Church) need to look at ourselves 
and must change the way we are perceived. The only way to change 
the perception is to look deep within our faith practice and see what 
behaviors are the most harmful to the image of Christ. Clearly, people 
have a positive view of Jesus. It is not his teaching that is a problem. 
The problem is with us Christians. The way Christians behave reflects 
perceptions concerning what God is like. If we are angry and bitter 
Christians, then people are going to think God and our church is 
angry and bitter.

Many people use Christianity, but they do not live it. Some Christians 
feel that they can use Christianity and their beliefs to bully, oppress, 
and persecute non-believers and even other Christians. If we 
Christians understand what it really means to be a Christian as a 
disciple of Jesus, then we can turn the tide of Christian perception. 

 Love and Grace,

 Rev. Alan Rudnick
 [1] Churchless: Understanding today’s unchurch and how to reach them. George Barna 
and David Kinnaman. Tyndale Momentum, 2014.
[2] Ibid.

NEWS & NOTES
New Study- "Religious Literacy: 
Understanding the Major World Religions"
January 7, 21, 28, Feb 4, and 11 at 10 AM – Rm 6 (Lower Level)
Contrary to popular belief, the world is becoming 
more spiritual/religious. The 5 major world 
religions continue to grow but do 
you really know what each religion 
believes? Many think that all religions 
have the same basic message but 
this is not true! Each has its own 
claim to a divine truth. In this 5-week 
series, Pastor Alan Rudnick will lead 
participants through the importance 
of religious literacy, basic beliefs of world 
religions, and how each religion addresses 
living a life of faith. Come with an open and inquisitive mind. 

What is GOD CALLING you to in 2018?
Within the Bible there is this big 
idea that God calls all of us to do 
something.  In the Old Testament 
God called Abraham to start a nation 
& Moses to lead his people out of 
slavery.  In the New Testament God 
called a variety of men and women 
to make a difference for God by 
stepping out in faith. Starting on the 
weekend of January 6 & 7 we will 
begin a six week series of messages 
on “The Call” looking at God’s call on 
the life of St. Paul and what it means 
for us today as people who seek to 
follow Christ.  



DeWitt Community Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Mark Sommers Senior Minister

Rev. Alan Rudnick Executive Associate Minister 

Rev. William Carlsen Adjunct Associate Minister

Rev. Cindy Mapstone Associate Minister 

Rev. Edwin “Ted” Taylor Senior Minister Emeritus 

Dr. Landrum “Hap” Wooten Associate Minister Emeritus  

Dr. Kay Paulsen Director of Congregational Care 

Gloria Trode Director of Children’s Music

Abel Searor Director of Worship Arts Principal Organist  

Nic MacLane Director of Family Worship

Mary Chirello Youth Director & Hospitality Coordinator

Ben Rayland Children’s Ministry Director

Alyssa Eighmey Office Administrator 

Peter Hawley Communication Coordinator

Jane Hahn Bookkeeper

Ellen Butler Office Assistant

Mick Thorpe Director of Building Services

Reinaldo Mercado Building Staff 

Liam McDonough Building Staff

Jim Surdam Building Staff

January Worship
Mission of the Month - Honor Flight Syracuse

CALLED...To Follow
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday, January 6  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, January 7        8:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Mission of the Month

CALLED...To GO!
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday, January 13  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, January 14  9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

CALLED...To Love
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday, January 20  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, January 21  9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Communion

CALLED...To Suffer
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday, January 27  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, January 28  9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Starting Point

Newsletter Article Submissions
Newsletter article submissions can be made by 
email to newsletter@dewittchurch.org.  Please 
plan ahead as the newsletter deadline is the 15th 

of each month.  Thank you.

Pastor On-Call
One member of our Pastoral Care Staff will be on call 24/7, 365 
days a year to respond to crisis situations or emergencies in our 
church family.

The emergency phone number is: (315) 303-2308. Please leave 
a message and your contact information and the pastor on-call 
will return your call as soon as possible.

Communicating with Church Leadership
The Advisory Committee meets on a regular basis and serves 
to advise the Senior Minister. All members of the Advisory 
Committee are members of the Board of Trustees. Input, ideas, 
suggestions, and comments are always welcome and may be 
submitted by e-mail to advisory@dewittchurch.org. Those 
without access to email may place messages in the church’s 
internal mailboxes or mail to Advisory Committee, DeWitt 
Community Church, 3600 Erie Boulevard East, DeWitt, NY 13214.  

In order to ensure the integrity of church communications, we 
are not able to consider anonymous letters. The pastoral staff is 
always open to discussion of issues and concerns in a spirit of 
Christian community and respect.


