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Sunday, February 4
Meeting People Where They Are
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 / Rev. Dr. Alan Rudnick
9:00 AM Miller Commons
11:00 AM Sanctuary & Livestream

Sunday, February 11
On Mountain Tops, In the Valleys
Mark 9:2-9 / Rev. Dr. Alan Rudnick
9:00 AM Miller Commons
11:00 AM Sanctuary & Livestream

Ash Wednesday, February 14
Repentance is a Four Letter Word
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Matthew 1:1-6, 16-21
Rev. Dr. Alan Rudnick
7:00 PM Sanctuary & Livestream

Sunday, February 18
Lent as Pilgrimage
Mark 1:9-15 / Paul Bailey
9:00 AM Miller Commons
11:00 AM Sanctuary & Livestream

Sunday, February 25
Making Peace: Losing and Gaining
Mark 8:31-38 / Rev. Dr. Alan Rudnick
9:00 AM Miller Commons
11:00 AM Sanctuary & Livestream

February 21
Dana Carmeli and Leah Davis-Rubin, Jewish Voice For Peace

February 28
Catherine Gerard, Professor of Practice, 

Maxwell School, Syracuse University
March 6  

Imam Amir Durić, Muslim Chaplain 
Hendricks Chapel, Syracuse University 

March 13  
Rabbi Dr. Oren Z. Steinitz, Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas

March 20  
Dr. Ramsay Farah, DCC member and Lebanese American 

PLEASE RSVP for one or all of the dinners & lectures 
by contacting the Church Office:

315-445-0331 or office@dewittchurch.org



FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
Making Peace
As I write these words to you, the Israeli-Palestinian war has been waged for 100 days. 
As Americans, we watch with shock and grief what is happening to children, families, 
individuals, and the aged as bystanders have been injured or killed. Many of you know our 
DeWitt Community Church trip to the Holy Land was canceled one day before 16 of us 
were to leave to learn about the Holy Land and peace-making efforts.
The need for peace-making is still a reality in our community, country, and world. 
This February, Lent begins early on Ash Wednesday, February 14, and ends on March 31. Lent, a time for 
Christians to look inward to reflect on our spiritual life, the state of our faith, and Jesus’ final days on earth, is 
a 40-day journey to the celebration of Easter. This Lent, our congregation will focus on peace-making.
Jesus proclaimed in Matthew 5, “Blessed are the peacemakers because they will be called sons (or children) 
of God.” St. Paul taught in Romans 12,

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn 
with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be 
careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone.

St. Paul taught the Christians in Rome that in order to achieve peace, peace is to be waged on a daily basis. 
Just as war is waged, peace must be waged. The work of peace in our lives is not an occasional work but 
an ongoing work. Peace does not happen magically or with good thoughts, but peace requires effort. If your 
enemy is hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. Mourn with those who mourn. 
Be willing to humble yourself and make relationships with culture’s undesirables.
This call for peace can be overwhelming.
We look at Martin Luther King, Jr., Mother Theresa, or Nelson Mandela’s work toward peace and think, “Well, 
I can’t hold a candle to them.” However, if we want peace in our world, it must start with ourselves. It starts 
with waging peace in our marriages, friendships, on our street, in home, at work, and in our cars on the 
highway (that’s a tough one).
You can’t just think your way into peace. You also have to behave your way into peace.
The first step in peace-making to listen. We have two opportunities in Lent to address the peace issues in our 
world and learn about peace in our personal lives. Starting on Wednesday, February 21, our Lenten Dinner 
and Speaker series, “Voices of the Holy Land,” will feature perspectives on the Middle East conflict from 
Christian, Jewish, and Islamic experiences. Each speaker will share their perspective and how we might learn 
from their stories and experiences. The dinners will be in Miller Commons at 5:30 PM, and the speakers will 
start at 6:15 PM.
The sermon series for Lent, “Making Peace,” will feature scriptures and steps towards making peace in our 
families, friendships, and with our world so that we may see God’s kingdom real in our midst.
I pray you will take advantage of these two opportunities to learn more about conflict, peace-making, and 
our Christian call to love one another. Peace-making is a challenge, but God gives us gifts and experiences to 
grow our capacity for peace when we open ourselves to the peace process. 

Love and Grace,

Dr. Alan Rudnick
Senior Minister
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THANK YOU! Matching Gift Success! 
In mid-December, our donations were behind $78,000. As many of you know, 
we had a group of donors commit a $50,000 matching gift in the last 12 days of 
December 2023. Our match gift was successful, as $117,734 was given in total 
(including the matching gift)! Thank you for your faithful giving!



FROM THE CHRISTIAN CARING CHAIR
Our DCC Christian Caring Team is actively involved with discussing and establishing the organizations 
that we will work to support in our next church program year (July 2024-June 2025). We have already 
received some requests and suggestions from members of the congregation, but always welcome 
any ideas that you may have. Please direct them to the church office or contact me directly with your 
thoughts.

We take this effort of determining our “partner organizations” very seriously and work diligently to 
base our decisions on what we envision as the proper criteria. Factors such as the size and service area 
of an organization, the specific group of people they are trying to serve, the perceived impact that our 
involvement would have, potential volunteer opportunities, and several other factors are all evaluated 
and discussed as we go through this rigorous process.

As I hope that you are aware, we support organizations financially and/or with volunteer “hands on” 
efforts. When we sponsor a meal at Samaritan Center, for example, we pay for the cost of the meal as 
well as preparing and serving it. Hundreds of our neighbors utilize this service every day and, certainly, 
every time that we serve. In My Father’s Kitchen has historically been supported only financially (and 
through warm clothing / white sock donations) by DCC due to the sensitive nature of their services. And 
several DCC members support Operation Northern Comfort by volunteering to work at their annual 
Crawfish Festival fundraiser. These are just a few examples of how we reach out to be the hands and feet 
of Christ within our community.

Unfortunately, there are always more organizations in need than we have the ability, or bandwidth, to 
support. YOUR participation allows us to expand the scope of who and how we serve, to alleviate some 
of the conditions of significant need that many of our friends face in their every day lives. Please consider 
how YOU can help us to make a difference as we are called to do.

Rick Hall
Chair, Christian Caring Team
rhrlhall7@gmail.com
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February Mission of the Month: DCC Easter Boxes
The Christian Caring Team will be assembling 50 
Easter Boxes filled with the makings of complete 
Easter meals. Just like our successful Thanksgiving 
Boxes project, our goal is to provide meals to 
our community members in need. We will be 
collecting the items noted on the grocery starting 
February 1, and assembling the boxes on 
Saturday, March 23. We hope you will join us by 
collecting items and/or helping us assemble the 
boxes. Monetary donations are also appreciated, 
as a grocery store gift card is included with 
every box. We will be providing more details 
as the assembly date draws closer. Look for the 
collection boxes around the church! Thank you for 
your generosity!

Easter Box Grocery List

(2) regular size cans pineapple - sliced
(2) regular size cans corn
(2) regular size cans mixed fruit
(1) jar pickles
(1) regular size jar olives – green
(1) regular size can olives – black

Peeps / Easter candy
sidewalk chalk
coloring books & crayons

$25 grocery store gift card (to be purchased 
with Mission of the Month contributions)



A NOTE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

By now, 2024 is well underway. You are either feeling successful in your “new year-
new you” plans, or you are already redefining them for the remainder of the year. 
Either way is fine as long as you stay focused on moving forward in some aspect of 
your life.

At DCC, we are very focused on moving forward and upward in 2024. The Board is a “Buzz” with 
plans to continue ways to connect our congregation together: we hope you will join us for one of our 
upcoming “Buzz with the Board” sessions. Our Christian Caring Team continues its amazing work in 
connecting DCC with our community. We hope you will join us in assembling 50 Easter Baskets for 
the first time this year! Our tremendous staff works diligently every day to connect all the thousands 
of dots that go into making our ministries successful and meaningful for all who call DCC their church 
home, and those who are exploring us for the first time.

As we enter the season of Lent, we now spend time in prayer, preparation, sacrifice and repentance. 
We pray that a new Associate Pastor is called to join our ministry team. We prepare for Holy Week 
and the joyous celebration of Easter and the promise that resurrection brings to each of us. We 
contemplate where we can sacrifice our time, talent and treasures to serve God, pushing ourselves to 
serve just a little more especially during this time of sacrifice. And we ask for grace and forgiveness 
for those times and things where we have fallen short.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we wish you a blessed Lenten season.

Blessings,

Dot Hall
President, Board of Trustees
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Jim Opgenorth and his family started attending Dewitt Community Church in 
1999 after relocating to Syracuse from Milwaukee, WI. Jim’s children, Nate, 
Erika, and Liliana could all be found growing up in our Sunday School programs 
since that time. Jim is ecstatic to have all 3 children living locally and was 
thrilled to have Erika married at DCC recently! We all wish Liliana the best of 
luck in her senior year at Liverpool High School this year.

Jim is the Warehouse Operations Manager at Aldi’s, where he has worked for 32 
years. Aldi’s, now 96 stores strong in Upstate NY, has become a strong grocer in 
many of our local communities.

For fun, Jim is an avid bicycle rider, sports fan and enjoys all things Green Bay Packers!

Jim has served DCC as a member of the Personnel Committee, an At-Large member of the Board of 
Trustees for two terms, Chair of the Religious Education Team for one term and is currently completing 
his first term as Chair of the Personnel Committee.

Jim is excited to introduce us to Maureen, who rounds out his family and has just relocated to Syracuse 
from Arizona. Let’s help her feel our warmth and welcome her when you meet her at church!

Meet The Board:  Jim Opgenorth - Chair of Personnel



5

Can I say Happy Winter to everyone?  (As I write this and look at the 12” of snow on my patio table?)

The Women’s Association has had a good year and we thank everyone who has helped with our Fellowship 
Gatherings and other events.  Most recently our Bake Sale and Basket Bazaar, paired up with the Youth 
Group’s Chili Cookoff in December was very successful. Everyone had a great time waiting to see if they 
won a basket and choosing some delicious baked goods. As a result, we added $1000 to our Decorate the 
Parlor Fund. 

Our Fellowship Gatherings have been very successful so we’ll continue having them on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays  each month and wherever else we can work them in. They provide an opportunity for us all to chat 
with old friends and perhaps make some new friends. Look for announcements in the emails and bulletins. 

We’re lying a little low for the wintertime, but look for another breakfast in April, Mother’s Day appreciation 
in May and think about your flowers for Memorial Day!  

We are always looking for new faces to plan and work our events.  Anyone who is interested, please call or 
email me.

Thank you to everyone.

Angela Todisco 
Chair, Women’s Association
315-430-0220 / Atee1@twcny.rr.com



CHILDREN’S, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Preschool/Elementary Sunday School 
Schedule for February
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2/4 -  Jesus Makes a Beachside Breakfast 
         for His Friends

2/11 - The Holy Spirit Comes

2/18 - February Recess- Church School Break

2/25 - The Community of Believers Share

youth group
For middle and high school students

SUNDAYS at 11:00 AM 
in Room 46

Save the Date!
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Try one of the fastest growing games! 
DCC Pickleball is for all skill levels, ages and abilities. 
We can run three courts with one court as a “learner” 

court for new players, so invite your friends. 
We provide paddles, but please feel free to bring them if you 

have your own.

Officers:
President - Dot Hall
Vice President - Nate Andrews
Treasurer - Donnie Mabbett
Clerk - Sue Hanselman

Committees Represented on BOT:
Finance - Jeff Roney
Property - Dave Boshart
Investment - Dave Schneckenberger
Personnel - Jim Opgenorth
Stewardship - Sandy Gunn
Nominating - Ellen Butler

At Large Members:
Lauren Suarez Rivera
Lisa Anderson
Cathy Berry Lozoponi
Traci Avellino
Elizabeth Chapman

DeWitt Community Church
Board of Trustees

2023-24 Program Year

Come to Stay & Play and keep 
active during the cold months! 
Parents and caregivers, bring your 
littles. We meet on Wednesdays 
from 9:45 - 11:15 AM and play, 
play, play in the Gym! There are lots 
of toys and fun new friends to meet. 
We hope you’ll join us and invite a 
friend! 

STAY & PLAY
Wednesdays, 9:45 AM - 11:15 AM 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES



February 
2024 

 
 

Sunday 
M

onday 
Tuesday 

W
ednesday 

Thursday 
Friday 

Saturday 

 
 

 
 

1 
2 

3 
 

 
 

 
6PM

 Bell Choir Rehearsal 
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