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FEBRUARY 
newsletter 

3600 Erie Blvd. E. 

DeWitt, NY 13214 

315-445-0331 

Mission of the Month 
McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center 
 

New Beginnings : Being Real  
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers 
Saturday, February 1 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
Sunday, February 2 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary 
Mission of the Month 

 
New Beginnings : A Life of Praise 
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers 
Saturday, February 8 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
Sunday, February 9 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary 
 
Choices and Consequences 
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Mapstone 
Saturday, February 15 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
Sunday, February 16 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary 
Communion at all 3 services 

 
Do or Do Not? 
Rev. Alan R. Rudnick 
Saturday, February 22 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
Sunday, February 23 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons 
  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary 

 
Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 26 5:30 PM Dinner/Miller Commons 
  6:30 PM Service/Miller Commons 

February Worship 

Pastor on Call 

One member of our Pastoral Care Staff will be on 
call 24/7, 365 days a year to respond to crisis 
situations or emergencies in our church family. The 
emergency phone number is: (315) 303-2308. 
Please leave a message and your contact 
information and the pastor on-call will return your 
call as soon as possible. 

We will be hosting our friends from Bethany Baptist in 

joining us for dinner and worship.   

Please RSVP for these events to office@dewittchurch.org so that we can prepare appropriately 



From the Senior Minister 

I am writing this article just a few days after 

we had our first “Perspectives” luncheon on 

January 26, where we focused on Christianity 

from a Lebanese Perspective.  The idea of 

doing something like this started with a 

conversation over dinner several years ago.  

When we first began to explore doing 

something like this, my guess was that we 

would have about 20 to 25 people attend and 

we should probably have something to eat…

like sub sandwiches.  Then to have nearly 100 

people attend along with a luncheon featuring 

authentic Lebanese food...the experience far 

exceeded the dream.  (I just love when that 

happens!)  Thank you so much to Dr. Ramsey 

Farrah and his family and to Nick Lozaponi 

and the hospitality team. 

The turnout, the dialogue and the questions 

say a great deal about this congregation…that 

we are serious about being a Christian Church 

for all People.  It says that we are serious 

about listening to and hearing the stories of 

others and welcoming people to walk with us 

together on our faith journey. 

Now in February, we have another 

opportunity to build bridges of community as 

we break bread and worship together with the 

people of Bethany Baptist Church.  On 

Wednesday evening, February, 26 we will be 

hosting the folks from Bethany for an Ash 

Wednesday dinner and worship service.  

There will be music and leadership from both 

congregations as we come together to begin 

the Lenten season. 

One of the first new friends I made when I 

arrived in Syracuse in 2008 was Rev. Phil 

Turner, the Pastor at Bethany.   Through the 

years we have met on a regular basis for 

breakfast and attended more than a few basketball 

games together. Our friendship has served as a 

catalyst for our two congregations to begin to 

build a sense of connection as we have gathered at 

each other’s buildings. While a few years have 

lapsed since the last time we’ve gathered, I’m so 

please that we will be resuming this practice of 

gathering around the table for dinner and 

worshiping together. 

I hope that each of you will make it a priority to 

be present.  We will begin with dinner at 5:30 in 

Miller Commons and then for the Ash Wednesday 

Service at 6:30 in the Sanctuary. 

Rejoicing Always! 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mark E. Sommers 

Senior Minister 



Message from the Board President: 

“Put to rest what you thought of me 

While I clean this slate  

With the hands of uncertainty 

So let mercy come and wash away  

What I’ve done” -Joni Mitchell  

How is a philosophy class like a Sunday homily? I took 

a philosophy course once and have attended a few 

sermons, so of course I feel qualified to compare. Both 

use texts from long gone authors to address some of 

the big questions in life. What is the nature of our 

existence, relationships, ethics, etc.? Although my 

philosophy professor may have wished for a more 

Socratic dialogue with us, we only rarely offered debate 

– like the brave souls who offer an occasional “Amen” 

during the pastor’s oration. Both can be thought 

provoking, clarifying the obscure – and if we’re lucky, 

leavened by humor. 

February ushers in the 40-day season of Lent; which is 

a time for the repentance of sins in preparation for 

Easter. Redemption seems an appropriate topic. I 

recently read an article by the modern philosopher 

Todd May whose “text” is an episode of TV’s “The 

Good Place” grappling with the question “Are you the 

worst thing you’ve ever done?” The series is set in an 

afterlife milieu presumably for good people, but actually 

inhabited by deeply flawed individuals full of self-

doubt.  

Professor Childi, the moral philosopher of the group, 

argues for the repudiation of cruelty as the primary 

political virtue of society. Cruel punishment is often 

justified by human shortcomings, but “to treat each 

person as more than the worst thing they’ve ever done 

is to treat them as, to one extent or another, 

redeemable.” Aristotle believed that to become virtuous 

requires a social arrangement, and the model of people 

already virtuous. Characters in “The Good Place” are 

hardly virtuous when they meet, but over time – 

working together – they make one another better and in 

turn try helping others back on Earth. In the struggle of 

redemption against cruelty it is a message of hope. 

As Christians we’re taught that through the sacrifice of 

Christ on the cross God’s mercy is accessible to all of 

us. It seems to me that it’s our human capacity for 

forgiveness, both for others as well as ourselves, that’s 

harder and eternally in need of work. Together perhaps, 

we can support each other and grow into better people. 

Blessings to you all! 

Eric W. Witschi, President 

“Christianity From a Lebanese Perspective” 

Thank you to the Farah family for sharing 

their story with us  



Mission of the Month 

Abuse. The word alone is hard to hear. And when a 
child has been abused, it is even harder to know where 
to turn for help, guidance, and understanding. Before 
the McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center existed, the 
system was doing more to harm, not help, child abuse 
victims. A child would have to tell the worst story of his 
or her life over and over again: to doctors, cops, 
lawyers, therapists, investigators, judges, and others. 
McMahon Ryan’s streamlined approach partners law 
enforcement, children and family services, social 
workers, medical professionals, victim advocates, 
prosecutors, therapists and volunteers under one roof – 
and preserves the best evidence for investigators in 
cases of child abuse or human trafficking. 
Whenever possible, children tell their story only once to 
a highly-trained forensic interviewer who knows the 
right questions to ask in a way that does not re-
traumatize the child. The child connects to a victim 
advocate, gets one medical exam, and meets with a 
therapist. Team members work together to provide the 
child and family the support services they need – all the 
way through trial and beyond. 
McMahon Ryan services focus on the victimized youth 

in Onondaga County, providing a path to healing that starts 
with the first interview to legal resolution and beyond. Each 
year, McMahon Ryan provides forensic investigations, 
advocacy, medical and mental health assistance to more than 
1,000 victims of child abuse and human trafficking. 
All these services are provided in one child-friendly space 
where our partner agencies collaborate in support of our 
mission to end child abuse in Onondaga County. 
Forensic investigations offer a prompt, inter-agency response 
to gain knowledge and clarity about the child’s experience a 
single, sensitive, and non-leading interview of the child 
conducted by a specially-trained interviewer. 
We then provide support, information, and referrals to help 
access needed services and to help families through the court 
process. 
Prevention is an essential piece of our mission. Outreach and 
training increase public awareness and knowledge with the 
overall goal of eliminating child abuse and exploitation in our 
community. Staff continuously makes educational presentations 
to the community and in schools throughout the year. 
It all supports our vision to foster a community where all 
children are free from abuse and exploitation and the 
community understands the impact of abuse and actively 
protects our children. 
You can make a difference right now by visiting 
mcmahonryan.org. 



Stephen Ministers are lay persons who 
have completed 50 hours of training 
to learn how to come alongside 
someone experiencing a difficult time, 
such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, 
unemployment, terminal illness, 

relocation, chronic illness, or 
loneliness. 
Stephen Ministers meet with their 
“care receiver” at least once a week 
for pastoral care with all conversations 
entirely  confidentia l .  Stephen 

Ministers are also available after 
services to pray or talk with people 
who have concerns. Do you feel God 
tugging at your heart to find out more 
about being a Stephen Minister? Call 
the church office at (315) 445-0331. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Do you like to knit or crochet?  
Consider joining the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry.  You can create shawls for 
those who are ill or experiencing loss 
or a square for military to wear in 
their helmet. For more information 
c o n t a c t  N a n c y  B o n d , 
nancybond3@gmail.com for yarn 
and patterns.  

Prayer Request Cards 
Prayer Request Cards are available at 
various locations in the church.  If 
you have a prayer request you would 
like to share, please fill out the yellow 
card and drop it in a communication 
box or leave it in the office. 

Prayer Chain 
The Prayer Chain is group of mem-
bers who commit to pray consistently 
for requests that come in the form of 
an e-mail. If you would like to receive 
prayer requests or no longer receive 
them, please alert Kay Paulsen, 
paulsenk@dewittchurch.org.  

Stephen Ministry 

Visit dewitchurch.org/flowers 



A Look Ahead 
Sunday Monday Tuesday 

      

2  
9:00 am Early Worship Service (Miller Commons) 
9:00 am Nursery (Room 10) 
10:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:00 am Alan Bible Study (Room 6) 
10:00 am Confirmation (Room 8) 
10:45 am Nursery (Room 45) 
11:00 am Late Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am Sunday School (Miller Commons) 
11:00 am Youth Sunday School Grades 5-12 (Room 7) 
12:00 pm Younglife Packing Day (Gym) 
12:30 pm Gab and Gather (Miller Commons) 

3  
9:30 am WA Steering Committee Meeting        

(Room 42) 
7:00 pm Embassy Bells (Choir Room) 

4  
1:30 pm Program Staff Meeting (Library) 
6:00 pm Stephen Ministry Training (Parlor) 

9  
9:00 am Early Worship Service (Miller Commons) 
9:00 am Nursery (Room 10) 
10:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:00 am Alan Bible Study (Room 6) 
10:00 am Confirmation (Room 8) 
10:45 am Nursery (Room 45) 
11:00 am Late Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am Sunday School (Miller Commons) 
11:00 am Youth Sunday School Grades 5-12 (Room 7) 
12:00 pm Quarterly Congregational Luncheon (Miller Commons) 

10  
11:00 am Sub Shop and Friends (Parlor) 
12:00 pm Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision 

(Parlor) 
7:00 pm Embassy Bells (Choir Room) 

11  
12:00 pm All Staff Meeting (Parlor) 
1:30 pm Program Staff Meeting (Library) 
3:30 pm Stephen Ministry/Peer Supervision (Parlor) 
6:00 pm Stephen Ministry Training (Parlor) 

16  
9:00 am Early Worship Service (Miller Commons) 
9:00 am Nursery (Room 10) 
10:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:45 am Nursery (Room 45) 
11:00 am Late Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

17  
7:00 pm Embassy Bells (Choir Room) 

18  
1:30 pm Program Staff Meeting (Library) 
6:00 pm Stephen Ministry Training (Parlor) 

23  
9:00 am Early Worship Service (Miller Commons) 
9:00 am Nursery (Room 10) 
10:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:00 am Alan Bible Study (Room 6) 
10:00 am Confirmation (Room 8) 
10:45 am Nursery (Room 45) 
11:00 am Late Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am Sunday School (Miller Commons) 
11:00 am Youth Sunday School Grades 5-12 (Room 7) 
12:00 pm Starting Point (Library) 

24  
12:00 pm Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision 

(Parlor) 
7:00 pm Embassy Bells (Choir Room) 

25  
1:30 pm Program Staff Meeting (Library) 
3:30 pm Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision (Parlor) 
6:00 pm Stephen Ministry Training (Parlor) 



 February 2020 

 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1  
5:30 pm Saturday Night Chapel Service       

(Miller Commons) 

5  
9:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:15 am Stay and Play (Gym) 
12:00 pm Worship Team Meeting (Library) 
5:30 pm Baby Boot Camp (Gym) 
7:00 pm Christian Caring Committee Meeting 

(Library) 

6  
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

7  
6:00 pm AA      

(Room 6) 

8  
9:00 am MOW EOC Bottle Drive (Cemetery Lot) 
11:00 am Mid York Doll Club (Room 6) 
5:30 pm Saturday Night Chapel Service       

(Miller Commons) 

12  
9:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:15 am Stay and Play (Gym) 
12:00 pm Worship Team Meeting (Library) 
5:30 pm Baby Boot Camp (Gym) 

13  
9:30 am If: Equip (Parlor, Parlor Kitchen, Nursery) 
10:00 am Ruth Circle of Friends Meetings - Room 

42 
4:00 pm Sweet Frog (Sweet Frog Fayetteville) 
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
6:30 pm Church Pickleball (Gym) 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

14  
6:00 pm AA      

(Room 6) 

15  
5:30 pm Saturday Night Chapel Service        

(Miller Commons) 

19  
9:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:15 am Stay and Play (Gym) 
12:00 pm Worship Team Meeting (Library) 
5:30 pm Baby Boot Camp (Gym) 
6:30 pm Property Management Committee  

(Room 42) 

20  
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

21  
6:00 pm AA      

(Room 6) 

22  
5:30 pm Saturday Night Chapel Service       

(Miller Commons) 

26  
9:00 am Adult Bible Study (Rm 42) 
10:15 am Stay and Play (Gym) 
12:00 pm Worship Team Meeting (Library) 
5:30 pm Ash Wednesday Dinner                   

(Miller Commons) 
5:30 pm Baby Boot Camp (Gym) 
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service                 

(Miller Commons) 

27  
9:30 am Cut Ups (Room 6) 
9:30 am If: Equip (Parlor, Parlor Kitchen, Nursery) 
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
6:30 pm Church Pickleball (Gym) 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

28  
6:00 pm AA      

(Room 6) 

29  
5:30 pm Saturday Night Chapel Service       

(Miller Commons) 
7:00 pm Youth Glow Hard (Church Wide) 



11 AM Sunday Service in the sanctuary  
It is our goal this new year to increase the number of individ-
uals and families that share in the ministry of being church 
ushers at our traditional service.  The commitment can be as 
little as helping with the offering collection only (~10min), 
OR as fulfilling as being the welcoming smile and greeter for 
congregants, handing out service bulletins, collecting offering, 
and doing a quick after service clean up (~20min before and 
after the service). Volunteers can serve any Sundays conven-
ient to your schedule- which might mean several times in the 
fall and spring, OR perhaps a month at a time, OR perhaps 
once a month- You Choose! Contact Chuck Doolittle at 315-
382-5492 or charles.doolittle1@gmail.com 

Pickleball @ DCC 

February 13 & 27, 6:30 PM-8:30 PM in the gym 

In February we'll be starting recreation Pickleball in the 

DCC gym. This will be an all ages and abilities fun 

pickleball time that will run twice a month to start. If we 

have more players and desire for other times and days we 

can offer other opportunities to play. If you have never 

played or want to play for fun come out and serve up 

some drop shots.  

Contact: Pastor Alan, alan@dewittchurch.org. 

Starting Point is the place for getting acquainted with DeWitt 

Community Church - finding a small group, learning about 

our ministries, and meeting church staff. Starting Point lasts 

for approximately 20 minutes and children are welcome to 

attend. Please feel free to grab some refreshments and join us 

in the Library.  

We need 35 total volunteers at a minimum. Children 12 

and over can help out front with the meal serve, and chil-

dren under 12 can help in the kitchen doing dishes as long 

as they are accompanied by an adult, or at early prep work 

at 10:30 as long as they are accompanied by an adult.  If  

you are interested in helping and volunteering, please 

email cmabbett88@gmail.com or sign up at 

dewittchurch.org/Samaritan. 



Family Ministry Team 

Rev. Dr. Cynthia Mapstone 

Family and Congregational 

Care Minister 

cmapstone@dewittchurch.org 

Mary Chirello 

Youth Director 

mchirello@dewittchurch.org  

Family Ministry Sunday Schedule  

Nursery Rm 10, 9-10:45 AM, Rm 45  

10:45 AM-12 PM Ages Birth - 4 yrs 

Confirmation Class  

10-11 AM In Room 8 

Youth Sunday School (grades 5-12) 

11 AM to Noon Room 7 

Join Us for a Worship Webinar 

We will host the event on two subsequent Wednesday evenings, 
March 25 and April 1st in Miller Commons. The event will run from 
5:30-7:30, include dinner from 5:30-6, with the seminar running from 
6-7:30. 3/25 is entitled "Spiritual Culture and Generational Trends that 
are Influencing the Christian Faith," 4/1 is entitled "Mobilizing 
the Church for Mission: Cultivating Faith in Fresh Ways." 



BIBLE STUDY 

IF:Equip Women's Bible Study  

Join IF:Equip Women's Daytime Bible Study this winter as we study 

No Other Gods by Kelly Minte. We'll study scripture from the gospels 

and encourage each other in actionable practices to make room for 

Christ in our lives. To learn more please contact Chrissy at 

chrudnick@gmail.com.  

New Study: Counterfeit Christianity   

w/ Pastor Alan - Sundays in room 6 

Historic heresies didn’t die or fade away in Christianity. Each 

generation boasts its own. In this DVD study, participants will study 

simple confusions or misunderstandings about impenetrable 

mysteries of divine revelation. This study will cover divine 

determinism, moralistic therapeutic deism, and the prosperity 

gospel.  We'll study major heresies in Christianity and how the 

church dealt with them, the players, and what we can do to address 

these faith issues in order to educate others about Jesus, God, and 

salvation. 10 AM IN ROOM 6 

What’s Ash Wednesday? 
something for Lent can be creative.  For example, you give 

up a meal during Lent and the extra money that would go 

to the meal could be given to a group, such as World 

Vision, which works to end hunger worldwide. As an 

alternative, try adding something during Lent, such as daily 

Bible reading, trying a new ministry in church, times of 

prayer, or taking a course of study. 

Christians from all denominations have rediscovered the 

value that Lent and Ash Wednesday can 

provide.  Celebrating Ash Wednesday and Lent can be a 

meaningful way to encounter God’s love, grace, and mercy 

in our lives. Ash Wednesday is a day in which we examine 

ourselves, understand our morality, seek new spiritual ways 

of reaching out to God, and experience our need for 

forgiveness. 

On this Ash Wednesday, receive ashes with the words, 

“Remember, you are dust and to dust you shall return” with 

all compassion and forgiveness.  May you receive this 

symbol as a reminder of how we need to ask God to, 

“forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.” 

Love & Grace, 

Rev. Alan Rudnick 

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of 

Lent, a season in which Christians 

reflect upon our humanness, our need 

for forgiveness, and our connection to 

Christ’s last days.  These themes are symbolized by the 

imposition of ashes on the forehead, with the words, 

“You are dust and to dust you shall return…” during the 

Ash Wednesday worship service.  In the Old Testament, 

ashes were a sign of repentance and mourning.  Job was 

known for placing ashes upon his head to mourn the loss 

of his family. 

There is nothing magical about the ashes.  You are not 

any more holy for participating in Ash Wednesday, but it 

is just another way to experience the presence of God in 

our lives in a symbolic way.  Starting in the 8th or 9th 

century, Lent was mandatory for Christians.  To punish 

one’s self, through fasting or self-flagellation, was a way 

of identifying with Christ’s suffering.  Contemporary 

Christians have abandoned these early requirements of 

punishment and have seen the value of participating 

freely in Lent.  

Marking the season of Lent enables us to find new and 

exciting ways to encounter God through the spiritual life. 

Sometimes, people give up something during Lent as a 

way to remind one’s self what Lent is about.  Giving up 



Quarterly Congregational Lunch  
February 9 at 12:00 PM - Miller Commons 
Join us for this time of fellowship and sharing. We will be proving the main dish and drinks. If you are able, please 
bring a side dish or dessert to pass. Invite a friend, and we’ll see you there! 

 

Meals On Wheels Bottle Drive 

Meals on Wheels has another bottle drive coming up 
on Saturday, February 8. It will be at the usual two 
locations: DCC parking lot and at SNO-TOP in 
Manlius, from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM. We will have vol-
unteers at both sites to assist with donations. Thanks 
for your generous support of MOW! 

Council on Ministries 

March 22, 12:15  Miller Commons 
Last year we made a bold move to reduce the size of our 

Board of Trustees from 35 people to 15.  A significant part 

of our reason for doing so was to comply with New York 

state laws that regulate churches.  The other compelling 

reason was to move to a more strategic board rather than a 

board that focuses mainly on “reporting out.” 

As part of that decision, we also created a new organizational 

structure to coordinate and provide communications 

between the many different committees of the church.  Our 

first meeting of this new Council on Ministries will be on 

Sunday, March 22 at 12:15 in Miller Commons.  We will 

share a light lunch and then hear brief reports from each 

committee and take a quick look at upcoming events and 

plans. 

Moses: In the Footsteps of the 
Reluctant Prophet  

Sundays, starts March 1 @ 10AM, room 6  

Pastor Alan will lead a new study that retraces the 
life of Moses from his modest birth and rescue as a 
baby to the courts of Pharaoh, from herding flocks 
in Midian to leading his people out of Egypt. Based 
on Rev. Adam Hamilton's book, we'll journey 
together with this DVD based study. Utilizing the 
video, we will retrace Moses' life by walking in his 
steps in Egypt to Mt. Sinai, the Nile, the Red Sea 
and the wilderness exploring the sites of Moses' life. 
Using historical information, archaeological data, 
and biblical text, this study guides us in the footsteps 
of this reluctant prophet who grew in his 
relationship with God and by the end of life had 
successfully fulfilled the role he was given.  



Saturday, March 14, 2020 

8 AM to 1 PM 


