CONNECTION CARD
Tear off and drop in the Offering Jar
or in one of the Internal Mailboxes.
Today’s Date: ________________________

______________________________________________
Name
______________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________
City, State, & Zip Code
______________________________________________
Phone
______________________________________________
E-mail
 I am new to DCC.
 I am a returning guest.
 I would like to receive the monthly
newsletter.
 I would like to receive the weekly
e-mail announcements.
 I am updating my contact information.
 I would like to speak to a member of
the Pastoral Staff.
 I would like to attend Starting Point.
 I would like to receive care from
a Stephen Minister.

Date of Birth: _____ /_____ /_______
The service I usually attend is:
 Saturday
5:30 PM
 Sunday
8:00 AM
 Sunday
10:00 AM
I would like to know more about:
 Children's Ministry (Birth-5th Grade)
 Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
 Small Groups
 Worship Arts
 Choirs  Handbells  Drama
 Baptism
 Membership
 Confirmation  Wedding
 Starting Point
 Other _______________________________
Current Volunteer Opportunities:
 Hospitality Team
 Ushers
 Youth Ministry Sunday School
 Children’s Ministry Sunday School

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers, Senior Minister
Rev. Alan R. Rudnick, Associate/Executive Minister
Rev. Cindy Mapstone, Associate/Family & Congregational Care Minister
Rev. William A. Carlsen, Adjunct Minister
Rev. Edwin F. Taylor, Senior Minister Emeritus
Dr. Landrum H. Wooten, Associate Minister Emeritus
Staff
Abel Searor, Director of Worship Arts/Principal Organist
Gloria Trode, Director of Children’s Music
Nicholas MacLane, Director of Family Worship
Mary Chirello, Youth Director & Hospitality Coordinator
Soheila Yaddow, Children’s Ministry Assistant
Mick Thorpe, Director of Building Services
Alyssa Eighmey, Office Manager
Peter Hawley, Communications Coordinator
Jane Hahn, Bookkeeper
Reinaldo Mercado, Building Staff
Liam McDonough, Building Staff
Jim Surdam, Building Staff
Ministers: The Entire Congregation
Connect with us!
Office 315-445-0331
Pastor on Call (24/7) 315-303-2308

Helpful Links
Website: www.dewittchurch.org
Facebook: DeWitt Community Church

“When Leaders Fail”
2 Samuel 11: 2-17, 27

Sunday, September 9, 2018
11:00 AM

DeWitt Community Church | 3600 Erie Boulevard East, DeWitt, NY 13214

Welcome to DeWitt Community Church
Sunday, September 9, 2018 — 11:00 AM
Thought for Today
“Let your failures refine you, not define you.“

- Henry David Thoreau

Prelude
Invitation to Worship
*Opening Hymn

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (#68)

*Responsive Call to Worship (based on Psalm 14 & 15)
Leader: Fools say to themselves, there is no God.
People: They look at all the corruption and hypocrisy of this world, and they
are ready to give up and throw in the towel.
Leader: Yet God is not dependent on the acts of humankind. God alone is good.
People: God is at work even in our imperfections and failures.
Leader: God is at work in those who obey Him, in those who do what is right and
whose words are sincere and do not slander others.
People: God is at work in those who do no wrong to their friends and don’t
spread rumors about their neighbors.
Leader: The world is filled with imperfect people like you and like me.
People: Yet God is still at work, redeeming us and making us new.
*Unison Prayer
Lord God, we look at the world around us and it is easy to get discouraged. We see
people who say one thing yet do another. We see people who are selfish and
dishonest. And at times, we see it in ourselves. Help us not to be discouraged by
human failures but to look to You as our guide and our strength. Help us to be
honest when we fail and to seek Your forgiveness and grace, so that we might be
restored in Your eyes. Help to be people of both honesty and humility as we face
our own failures, and as we are disappointed by the failures of others. We pray
this in the name of Christ. Amen
Greeting & Announcements
If you are a guest with us today, please stop by the Welcome Center as you leave the sanctuary.
Look for the orange “Connect” banner.

Hymn of Prayer

If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled (#383)

Offertory
*Doxology and Prayer of Thanksgiving

Scripture Reading
2 Samuel 11: 2-17, 27 (NIV)(pp. 318-19)
One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the
palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, and
David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” Then David sent messengers to
get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. Then she went back home. The
woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.” So David sent
this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. When
Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how
the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash
your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. But
Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not
go down to his house. David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah,
“Haven’t you just come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?” Uriah
said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my commander
Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I go to my
house to eat and drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do
such a thing!” Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will
send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. At David’s
invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the
evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not
go home. In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. In it he
wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from
him so he will be struck down and die.” So while Joab had the city under siege, he
put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders were. When the men of
the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell;
moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. After the time of mourning was over, David had
her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing
David had done displeased the Lord.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Choir Anthem

Prayers of the People

Message

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Closing Hymn

Invitation To Give
Please feel free to give via credit card, debit card, or PayPal on our secure e-giving site
www.dewittchurch.org/give on your mobile phone or other internet connected device.

(#34)

“Create In Me a Clean Heart, O God” by Carl F. Mueller
“When Leaders Fail”

Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
And Can It Be (#366)

Homecoming Sunday September 16 after the
11 AM service.
We'll be gathering on the front lawn to
celebrate the start of a new church year with a
catered barbecue, bounce house, games and
activities for kids. Please bring a dessert to
share. Drinks, sides, and main dish will be
provided.
Please RSVP below or to Mary Chirello,
315.247.0060/mchirello@dewittchurch.org.
IF:EQUIP Women's Daytime Bible Study
Second and Fourth Tuesdays
September 11 through December 11
Miller Commons, 9:30 - 11:00 AM
Whether you already open your Bible every day,
or struggle to keep up with studying Scripture,
Open Your Bible, a 7-session study from the
women behind She Reads Truth, will leave you
with a greater appreciation for the Word of God
and a stronger desire to truly know the Bible
inside and out. Snacks, drinks, and childcare
provided.
New Study: Religion and Politics
Sundays at 10 AM starting Sept. 23,
Miller Commons
Pastor Alan will guide participants through
navigating how Christians can be both a people
of faith and seeking the common good for
society. No matter if you are a Republican,
Democrat, independent, or have no political
affiliation you will benefit from this study as a
way to navigate faith and politics with other
Christians, friends, coworkers, and family.

For info on any event, fill out the form
below and drop it in the Offering plate
or internal mailbox.
Event:

______________________________

Name:

______________________________

*Blessing
Postlude
Worship Assistant: Rev. Alan R. Rudnick
*Congregation stands

Email: ________________________________
Phone:

______________________________

