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Please join us for our Spring financial speaker series. You can attend one, 
two or all three of the sessions. Please RSVP to the church office so we 
can plan accordingly to accommodate attendees. Each session will last 
approximately one hour with time for Q&A following.  You are welcome 
to bring a guest!

•Would you like to learn more about the basics of legacy planning?

•Did you know that planned giving and estate planning is a topic for all ages, 
young and old? 

•Are you aware that you can achieve significant tax savings with planned 
giving?

•Are you interested in learning ways to protect your assets should you need 
long term care either at home or in a nursing home?

•Would you like to learn about ways you can do something wonderful to 
support your community and family at the same time?

As Christians, we believe that our assets and our ability to accumulate 
them are gifts from a loving, generous God. We have a responsibility 
to use these gifts wisely and prudently – as well as to share them with 
others – our family certainly – but also to our church that is devoted to 
spreading God’s reign on earth.

•A planned gift is a form of charitable giving made in the context of 
your estate planning. Generally, it refers to gifts that we make from our 
accumulated assets or other sources, such as insurance proceeds or annuities 
to support the missions and activities of charitable or religious organizations 
of the donor’s choice.

•When carried out with discernment, a planned gift becomes part of your 
expression of your deepest values and an extension of spiritual practice.

•A planned give creates a legacy for the future here at Dewitt Community 
Church

•Many types of gifts and methods are available to you, some of the most 
popular being a bequest in a will, a charitable gift annuity, donation of 
appreciated stock, distributions from IRA’s or beneficiary designations on 
investment accounts or life insurance. 

You don’t need to be an expert in planned giving. We can help point you 
in the right direction. Contact the DCC office, 315-445-0331 or office@
dewittchurch.org, and we will put you in touch with someone who can 
answer your questions and get you started.

Tuesday April 17th 7:00 PM Miller Commons
Community Wealth Transfer and Legacy Planning (What 
is generational wealth transfer, how can I support my 
community, how does legacy planning work?): Thomas 
Griffith, Director of Gift Planning, Central New York 
Community Foundation

Tuesday April 24th 7:00 PM Miller Commons
Basics of Estate Planning from a legal perspective: (wills, 
powers of attorney, health care proxies and trusts) Scott 
Koldin, Esq., Koldin Law Center

Tuesday May 22nd 7:00 Miller Commons
Approaches to Planned gifts (overview of planned 
giving, real life examples of people using planned gifts): 
Thomas Griffith, Director of Gift Planning, Central New 
York Community Foundation

Free Estate Planning Series

Pastor On-Call
One member of our Pastoral Care Staff will 
be on call 24/7, 365 days a year to respond 
to crisis situations or emergencies in our 
church family. The emergency phone 
number is: (315) 303-2308. Please leave 
a message and your contact information 
and the pastor on-call will return your call 
as soon as possible.



LOOKING AHEAD
COMING SOON
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WEEKLY IN APRIL
Please check the Weekly Announcements 
for any changes to the Church schedule.

SUNDAY
9:00 AM
Chapel Service (Miller Commons)
Financial Peace University (Library)
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Study (Room 42)
Alan's Bible Study (Room 6)
11:00 AM
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Youth Worship (Room 7)
Nursery – Ages 0-3 (Rm 45)
Children’s Sunday School
(Room 44)

MONDAY
3:00 PM
Disciple Bible Study (Parlor)
5:30 PM
Women's Community Bible Study 
(Miller Commons)
7:00 PM
Embassy Bell Choir (Choir Room) 

TUESDAY
1:30 PM 
Program Staff Meeting (Library)
6:00 PM 
Stephen Minister Training (Rm 42)

WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM 
Bible Study (Rm 42/Parlor) 
10:45 AM 
Stay & Play (Gym) 

THURSDAY
6:00 PM
Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00 PM
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Room) 

FRIDAY
9:00 AM
Bulletin Inserts (Library)

SATURDAY
5:30 PM
Chapel Service (Miller Commons)

Samaritan Center Volunteers
We need 4 volunteers to arrive at 10:30 
AM for prep work, and for the rest of our 
volunteers to arrive at 12:15 PM.  If you can 
volunteer, consider bringing a friend.  If you 
are interested in volunteering for our next trip 
to the Samaritan Center, or would like to be 
contacted about future opportunities to serve, 
please email Craig Mabbett at cmabbett@
twcny.rr.com, or call 315.436.0429.  If you need 
transportation arrangements can be made. 
Upcoming dates: April 22, June 17, July 15, 
August 5.

Starting Point
Starting Point is the place for getting 
acquainted with  DeWitt Community Church 
- finding a small group, learning about our 
ministries, and meeting church staff. Starting 
Point lasts for approximately 20 minutes and 
children are welcome to attend. Please feel 
free to grab some refreshments and join us in 
the Library. If you plan to attend Starting Point, 
please contact the church office: 315-445-0331 
or office@dewittchurch.org.
Starting Point session will be held on: 
May 6

Tuesday, April 3
•9:30 AM
IF:EQUIP (Miller Commons) 
Tuesday, April 10
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision (Parlor)
•5:30 PM
Singing Garden Recital (Sanctuary)
Thursday, April 12
•9:00 AM
Circle of Friends Meetings (Room 42)
Sunday, April 15
•12:15 PM
HOPE for Ariang Mission Trip Meeting 
(Miller Commons)
Monday, April 16
•11:00 AM
Sub Shop and Friends (Parlor)
•5:30 PM
Finance Committee Meeting (Library)
•6:30 PM
Stephen Leaders Meeting (Room 8)

Tuesday, April 17
•9:30 AM
IF:EQUIP (Miller Commons)
•7:00 PM
Financial Planning Seminar (Miller 
Commons) 
Wednesday, April 18
•5:30 PM
Advisory Dinner (Library)
•6:30 PM
Property Management (Room 42)
•7:00 PM
Trustees Meeting(Room 6)
Financial Planning Seminar (Miller 
Commons) 
Tuesday, April 24
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer Supervision (Parlor)
•7:00 PM
Stewardship Speaker (Miller Commons)
Saturday, April 28
•9:00 AM
WA Craft Sale (Lower Level)

Welcoming New Members
We will be welcoming new members on the 
Weekend of June 10.  If you have already gone 
through a Membership Gathering, please 
make sure all of your material is submitted 
to the office.  If you are planning to join, but 
unable to make the June 10th date, please let 
us know by contacting the church office at 
315-445-0331 or office@dewittchurch.org.

Membership at 
DeWitt Community Church
We will be having a membership gathering 
at 12:15 pm on Sunday, April 29 in Miller 
Commons.  At the gathering their will explore 
what we as a church believe and the meaning 
of membership. We will rap up no later than 
1:30.  The gathering allows you to explore 
membership without obligation of joining.  
Please RSVP so we know how many to prepare 
for.  Also, if you would like to join, but are 
unable to make this date, please let us know so 
we can plan an alternative date.



FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
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There are two very important things coming 
up at DeWitt Community Church in April. 

First  

On Sunday, April 15 after the 11AM Service 
there will be an exploratory meeting for a 
possible 2019 Mission Trip to South Sudan.  
During the 2014 “State of the Church” 
address I mentioned that a church in Ohio 
where a friend of mine serves as pastor had 
adopted a village in the Sudan, and how over 

the past decade they have made a profound impact on the life of 
this village by digging wells, building schools and sending medical 
professional from their congregation to provide medical care. And 
in the “State of the Church” address I said; “there is no reason that we 
can’t do something like this,” with no idea of how we might possibly 
pull something like that off.

That very day, at a reception following the 11AM services, Gabriel 
Deng introduced himself to me and said, I am from South Sudan.  
He is actually one of the Lost Boys of Sudan.  Gabriel and his wife 
Liz and their children had been attending DeWitt for several weeks. 
We set up a time to get together where I heard his story.  Gabriel 
had started an organization called “Hope For Ariang,” a non-profit 
with the mission to serve the small community where he grew 
up.  Soon there was a partnership developed between this agency 
and our church through our Mission of the Month program and by 
hosting fundraisers.  Gabriel and Liz and their family became part of 
our family.  Several years ago the returned to Ariang and have been 
God’s hands and feet to this community.

Several months ago, during the series on “The Call,”  Elizabeth 
Wimer who had remained in contact the the Diengs mentioned to 

me a “sense of call” to be part of a mission trip to the South Sudan. 
Elizabeth has done a lot of leg work, Pastor Alan has used some of 
his missionary connections, and so we are exploring how this dream 
of being God’s hands and feet in South Sudan might actually come 
to pass.  If you have any interest whatsoever, I encourage you to 
show up to the exploratory meeting on April 15.  You may not be 
interested in going, but you may be able to play a part in helping 
the dream come to pass.

Second  

There are a series of planned giving seminars coming up in April and 
May.  Planned giving is a way of passing on a “Legacy of Love.” Often 
times these  “end of life gifts” when properly planned, have little 
impact on gifts to heirs through wise tax management.  Whether 
you leave behind a legacy to DeWitt Community Church or another 
organization who’s work you value, giving through a well thought 
out estate plan can have a lasting impact.  At DeWitt, gifts made 
to the endowment fund provide enough yearly income to pay for 
staff in both our Children and Youth areas.  The combined gifts from 
people who have included DeWitt Community Church in their wills 
and trust have had a huge impact on what the ministry we are doing 
now and will do in the future.  I hope that you will take advantage 
of these workshops and seriously consider how you might leave “a 
legacy of love.”

Rejoicing Always!

Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Senior Minister

maintain our grounds and provide main-
tenance service. Vigil volunteers provide 
a presence to residents who are actively 
dying but have no family to be present for 
them.

Although we have a development staff, 
we find the real key to our fundraising 
success is our resident families' and vol-
unteers' own experience of Francis House 
and the role of our two auxiliary groups 
in introducing Francis House to friends 
and peers as part of our commitment to 
community education on end-of-life care. 
These individuals believe in and active-
ly support our ministry. Through word of 
mouth, they share the joy and the satisfac-
tion they feel as members of the Francis 
House family. They are ambassadors of 
goodwill, spreading the work of our home 
to all they meet.

Mission of the Month-Francis House
Francis House provides a home and an 
extended family to people with terminal 
illnesses so they can die with dignity and 
experience the unconditional love of God. 
Our mission is carried out in two houses 
located on Michaels Avenue on the north 
side of Syracuse, New York.  We are able 
to care for eight residents at a time at 108 
Michaels Avenue and seven residents at a 
time at 114 Michaels Avenue.

Each resident has a private bedroom. Res-
idents and family members are welcome 
to spend time in all common areas of our 
homes. Caregivers are present to care 
for residents 24-hours a day. Volunteers 
are present to volunteers from 8:00 a.m. 
through the day until 10:00 p.m.

It is our mission to provide our residents 
with a warm, loving, home-like atmosphere 
of support and encouragement during 

their final months of life. We believe in the 
hospice philosophy of care that all persons 
have the right to die with dignity, to have 
an enhanced quality of life for the remain-
der of their days, and to be as comfortable 
and as pain free as possible.

Francis House employs 15 full and part-
time caregivers, and each caregiver is, at 
minimum, trained as a home health aide. 
The Francis House caregivers serve as the 
extended family for each resident, provid-
ing care 24 hours per day, 7 days a week. 
A full-time resident care coordinator super-
vises the residents' plans of care and the 
Francis House care staff.

However the heart of our home is the 
group of over 550 volunteers who give their 
time in four-hour shifts from 8 a.m. until 
10 p.m. every day. Volunteers prepare and 
serve meals, clean, answer the telephone, 
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NEWS & NOTES
HOPE for Ariang 
Mission Trip Planning Meeting
Sunday, April 15 at 12:15 PM
We are excited to announce that the church is in the early planning 
stages for a mission trip to Southern Africa in the summer of 2019! It 
will take more than a year of planning and praying for a trip of this 
scale so we are looking to put together a team of people to plan 
for and/or travel with this mission.. If you are interested in either 
helping support the mission team planning, praying, or traveling, 
please join us at the lunch. Contact Elizabeth Wimer at erwimer@
gmail.com with any questions and to RSVP.

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY- Revealing Revelation
Understanding the Last Book of the Bible
Starts April 8 @ 10 AM – Room 6

Pastor Alan will begin a new Sunday morning study on the Book of 
Revelation starting April 8. Many are intimidated by the last book 
of the Bible because of contemporary interpretations or because 

of the book's content.  Topics 
include: Is Revelation literal, 
figurative, or a bit of both? 
What's the deal with pre-
Millennial, post-Millennial, 
and a-Millennial? Should I 
be worried about the book's 
message? What does this 
book have to do with me? 
Does not meet April 22 and 
May 27.

Crawfish Festival
Saturday May 5th
This is the primary 
fundraiser for 
Operation Northern 
Comfort who helps 
those in need in 
CNY in many ways. 
We are looking for 
as many volunteers 
as possible to cover 
three hour shifts on 
Saturday May 5th:
10:30 – 1:30
1:30 – 4:30
4:30 – 7:30
And anyone who could also help clean up.
Many types of different jobs are needed- ticket sales, ticket takers, 
food preparation, food servers and many more. Those who volunteer 
receive a voucher for $5 off any food purchases!
This is an outstanding service organization helping those in need 
right here at home. Warren Machell is a very active participant in 
Operation Norther Comfort and I urge you to offer your efforts to 
this worthy cause as well.
Contact the church office at 315-445-0331 or 
office@dewittchurch.org to volunteer!Meals on Wheels Bottle Drive

Meals on Wheels EOC will be holding our 
next bottle and can drive on Saturday, April 
7 from 9:00 am to 1 PM. Donations can be 
dropped off at either the DCC Cemetery 
parking lot or at Sno-Top in Manlius, and 
our volunteers will be there to happily 
assist you! 100% of the proceeds from your 
donations directly benefit the mission of 
Meals on Wheels EOC. Thank you!

Buy an Engraved Brick
If you have been considering 
purchasing an engraved brick to 
place in our beautiful Courtyard at 
the rear of the church, order forms 
are available in the church office 
or you may contact Sue Westlake 
directly at swestlake@earthlink.
net for more information.

Financial Peace University this Spring
DCC is gauging interest in another session of Financial Peace 
University this Spring, and we need to know if YOU are interested! 
Financial Peace University (FPU) teaches God's ways of handling 
money. This 9-week course features videos teaching, group 
discussion, and interactive small group activities. The course uses 
practical, biblical steps to teach you how to build an emergency 
fund, get out of debt, save for the future, and more! Couples learn 
how to communicate, singles learn how to manage finances alone, 
parents learn how to save for their children's college funds, and 
everyone learns how to save to retire with dignity. And since it's 
taught through the lens of the Bible, God's presence is felt at each 
lesson.  
Classes meet for about an hour and a half each week. There are nine 
classes in all. We are looking to meet at a time other than Sunday 
mornings. Please contact Anne and Greg Stock at anne@jhu.edu by 
April 15 if you are interested.



FROM THE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
Happy Spring to everyone?!!?!?!?!   
Wow, I came back from Florida 
and back in time too!   This 
is more like January than 
March!   Hopefully those who 
are returning from the south 
this month will have a less rude 
awakening than those of us who 
returned in March.
So through all this cold and 
snow, the Women’s Assn is busy 
planning their spring schedule of 
events and want to let everyone 
in on the plans.   
Coming up on Sat April 28, 
and just in time for Mother’s 
Day, is our Arts & Crafts Show.  
We fill Fellowship Hall and the 
lower level of the Church with 
over 50 local artists & crafters, 
including woodworking, quilted 
table runners and other items, 
Theorem painting, photography, 

oil painting, art glass, wire, 
bead and ceramic clay jewelry, 
jewelry made from flatware, 
hand sewn cloth bags & purses, 
homemade breads and jams 
& jellies, birdhouses, and sewn 
and crochet items among many 
other things.     Watch for our 
Facebook page and on our 
website to see pictures.  What 
a great way to do Mother’s Day 
shopping as well as my favorite 
– self-shopping!!
If you know someone who 
would like showcase their craft, 
please have them call or email 
me for a reservation form and 
information.  Angela Todisco 
Atee1@twcny.rr.com or 315-430-
0220
Along with the Arts & Crafts 
Show will be our Spring Bake 
Sale.  Marcia Wooten and Ginger 

Prill will be asking for baked 
goods to be donated, so get your 
favorite recipes ready.   They’ll be 
tracking you down.
For those of you who look 
forward to it, we have decided 
to pass on the Spring Book Sale.  
In the past we have had a Spring 
book sale which we decided to 
pass on this year because of the 
time and labor involved.     This 
is not to say that we might have 
it again next year, especially if 
someone would volunteer to 
coordinate it.  
Coming right after the Arts & 
Crafts Show is our Mother’s Day 
Plant Sale.  Linda Bliss is working 
with Barone’s Nursery to provide 
us with a lovely assortment of 
hanging and potted geraniums, 
and hanging Fuscia, Impatience 
and Millionbells.   We will be 

taking orders before and after 
each service on April 14-15, 21-
22, and 28-29.  Orders do have 
to be in by Fri May 4 and flowers 
need to be picked up on Sat May 
12.   Anyone who would like to 
help with taking orders would 
be appreciated.  Please call me at 
315-430-0220 or Atee1@twcny.
rr.com. 
I hope everyone has a wonderful 
Easter and Spring.  I have seen 
my first Robin already, so we 
know it is coming!
And as always, thank you so 
much to the people who support 
the Women’s Association with 
their time, efforts or donations.   
If you are interested in getting 
involved with the Women’s Assn, 
please contact us.

-Angela Todisco
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Ben Rayland-Children's Ministry Director
Gloria Trode-Director of Children's Music
childrensministry@dewittchurch.org 

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY
Mary Chirello-Youth Ministry Director
Email: mchirello@dewittchurch.org 
Call/Text: 315.247.0060

Summer Servants 2018
This year, DCC will be participating in Summer Servants the Week 
of July 15-19. All high school students are eligible to attend and I 
encourage those adults interested in volunteering to pray about 
helping out with this trip. It's an experience more powerful than 
can be put into words. If you would like to participate, or you have 
questions, please contact Mary. 

Donations Needed
Anneke Van Slyke is collecting new and gently used books, games, 
cards, puzzles, coloring books and crayons for kids ages 12-17 years 
old. Anneke is working in partnership with St. Joseph's Health 
Hospital Youth Psychiatric Division to make patients' days go by 
faster and encourage hope while they are there. This protect is a part 
of Anneke's Girl Scout Gold Award which focusses on youth mental 
health awareness. Donations will be greatly appreciated! Boxes will 
be located in the youth wing beginning February 4.

SATURDAY 5:30 PM- Child care available 
during the service
SUNDAY 9AM-Child care available during 
the early service
10AM-Child care available during the Adult 
Education Hour

11AM-Nursery and Sunday School for all ages

Sunday Morning Music Ministry for Young People
9:00-9:20 AM - Musikgarten - Room 9
All children ages 3 - 5
9:45-10:15 AM - Children’s Choir - Room 9
All Children Elementary through Grade 8 (able to read words)
10:20-10:50 AM - Treble Makers - Room 7
All Children Kindergarten through Grade 3
10:20-10:50 AM - Young Ringers - Room 9
All Children and Youth Grades 4 and up
10:55-11:15 AM - Praise Kids - Miller Commons

Register Now for Confirmation 2019 
Calling all 8th grade students! We are looking to get a head count 
for all students that would like to participate in confirmation for the 
2018-2019 school year. If you are in 9th grade or above and were 
never confirmed but would like to be, we'd love to have you this 
coming year. For questions and more information, please contact 
our youth director, Mary Chirello at 315-247-0060 or mchirello@
dewittchurch.org.

Save the dates! 
April 14 we will be partnering with Syracuse Younglife 
for black tie bingo at DCC from 7:30-8:30PM.

May 12 from 6:30- 8:30 we'll be hitting up Skyzone! 
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Prayer Request Cards
Prayer Request Cards are available at various locations 
in the church.  If you have a prayer request you would 
like to share, please fill out the yellow card and drop it 
in a communication box or leave it in the office.

Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain is group of members who commit 
to pray consistently for requests that come in the 
form of an e-mail. If you would like to receive prayer 
requests or no longer receive them, please alert Kay 
Paulsen, paulsenk@dewittchurch.org. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Do you like to knit or crochet?  Consider joining the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.  You can create shawls for 
those who are ill or experiencing loss or a square for 
military to wear in their helmet. For more information 
contact Nancy Bond, nancybond3@gmail.com for 
yarn and patterns. 

A NOTE TO THE CONGREGATION
Hello Friends,

On behalf of your Board of Trustees we hope that you have had a wonderful Easter and experienced a spiritually fulfilling Lenten 
season at DCC. 

I have to share with you that this Easter is so much more meaningful to me personally than in previous years. As many of you know 
I lost my Father last June and my Mother-in-law in January. My belief that I will be reunited in some manner with them again has 
helped sustain me and my family during these emotionally difficult times. Easter offers the opportunity to refocus and find peace 
in the promise of resurrection and eternal life.  This is the basis of our Christian faith: that what was promised will indeed come true. 
Because of the last year’s events, I have found a renewed comfort and peace that comes from believing. I truly hope that you all have 
the same opportunity to experience the same benefits of our faith as I have here at DCC.

God bless you all,

Rick Hall- President DCC Board of Trustees 

THINK SPRING!!

COMPASSION MINISTRY
Help the Compassion Cooks
Monday, April 9, at 6:00 PM

Compassion Cooks are meeting to pack care packages (45) to be sent to our college 
students and military personnel serving abroad.  If you wish to participate in this project, 
you can leave items to be included in the boxes or cash donations to help defray the cost 
of postage in the office for Kay Paulsen by Sunday, April 8. We are looking for individually 
packaged non-perishable items like: 

Mini snack bags of candy, munchies, crackers, chewing gum, tissues, small packages of 
wipes, microwave popcorn, granola bars.

Spring Helpers Needed for the 
Circle Garden
25+ years ago while driving by the church, it 
seemed to me that the ground surrounding the 
large granite sign lacked color in comparison 
to the landscape in Shoppingtown. Inquiring, I 
learned that no one was really in charge so with 
some trepidation, I purchased and planted the 
first Circle Garden. Over these past years, there 
have been many, many individuals who have 
purchased, planted and maintained the garden 
each season.  This is no longer the situation! 
There is a DIRE need of new caretakers! I believe 
the Circle Garden became a symbol of DCC--
open, friendly, diverse and inviting.  It is very 
important to not let this symbol change.  If you 
would like to get involved, please email me at 
ftgm4321@aol.com.  Sincerely – Shirley Myrus



Women’s Association
2018 Plant Sale

Please indicate the number of plants you wish to 
purchase in the blank space following the color you want. 

Please note: Color names may not match between 
different plant types.

Address: 

Name: Phone: 

10” Hanging Baskets

4 ½” Geraniums

Million Bells: yellow purple

Fuschia: red & white purple with red jacket

pink red Ivy Geraniums:

pink red white New Guinea Impatiens:

Total 10” Hanging Baskets: $20.00 each =

pink red white 

Total 4 ½” Geraniums: $4.00 each =

GRAND TOTAL =

majenta

Order & Pick-up Instructions
ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 

FRIDAY, MAY 4TH.
Payment (cash/check) is requested when you place 

your order. Please make your check payable to 
“DCC Women’s Association.”

The Women’s Association will be collecting orders 
after worship April 14 & 15, April 21 & 22 and April 28 
& 29. You may also mail your order and payment to:

Linda Bliss, 250 Hoffman Rd., Tully, NY 13159 
or the church office

Plants will be available for pick-up in the Gym on 
Saturday, May 12th, from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm.

SPRING IS TIME FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
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As the cold grip of winter leaves 
Central New York, the grass will grow 
and flowers will soon bloom. The 
signs of spring begin to signal that 
warm will come soon! And for that, 
we give thanks! There are a number of 
emerging and exciting ministries and 
activities taking shape this spring. 
Here are some highlights:

Staff Retreat

About a month ago, I invited my 
good friend and Northern Theological Seminary President Rev. Dr. 
Bill Shiell to lead our staff retreat. It was a time for the staff to grow 
and connect on a deeper level. We learned a lot about ourselves 
and our fellow staff members utilizing a personality/learning style 
inventory. Bill also led us through a process in which our staff will 
take part in small staff groups for prayer, reflection, community, and 
support. We are excited about the possibility of rolling this model 
out to the congregation at a future date. Be on the lookout for more 
information. Of course, we spent some downtime together at dinner 
and did a little bowling. (Ask the staff who won.)

New Revelation Study

I'll be leading a new Sunday morning study on the Book of Revelation 
starting April 8. Many are intimidated by the last book of the Bible 
because of contemporary interpretations or because of the book's 
content.  Topics include: Is Revelation literal, figurative, or a bit of 
both? What's the deal with pre-Millennial, post-Millennial, and 
a-Millennial? Should I be worried about the book's message? What 
does this book have to do with me? Does not meet April 22 and May 
27.  Starts April 8 in room 6.

Mission Trip to Africa

In a bold move, Elizabeth Wimer shared with Pastor Mark and me 
the call to travel to Africa and support the work of Gabriel and Liz 
Dang through Hope for Ariang. The three of us started to explore the 
possibility and are working on a trip. There will be an informational/
interest meeting April 15 @ 12:15 in the parlor. A light lunch will be 
served. Come to hear and explore with us the possibility of traveling 
to Africa in 2019. 

Leaving a Legacy of Love

Our Stewardship Team is sponsoring several FREE opportunities to 
learn about estate planning, planned giving, and health care proxies. 
These seminars are led by local professionals. These will take place 
April 17, 24, and May 22 @ 7PM in Miller Commons. See the article on 
the cover for more information. 

Samaritan Center Trip

Our next serving date at the Samaritan Center is on Sunday, April 22.  
We need 4 volunteers to arrive at 10:30 for prep work, and for the 
rest of our volunteers to arrive at 12:15. Please feel free to call Craig 
Mabbett at 315-436-0429 for more information, questions, or to sign 
up. See page 2 for more information. 

I pray you will take these opportunities to connect, serve, and grow 
this spring!

Love and Grace,

Rev. Alan Rudnick
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Dr. Kay Paulsen Director of Congregational Care 

Gloria Trode Director of Children’s Music

Abel Searor Director of Worship Arts Principal Organist  

Nic MacLane Director of Family Worship

Mary Chirello Youth Director & Hospitality Coordinator

Ben Rayland Children’s Ministry Director

Ally Street Nursery Director 

Alyssa Eighmey Office Administrator 

Peter Hawley Communication Coordinator

Jane Hahn Bookkeeper

Mick Thorpe Director of Building Services

Reinaldo Mercado Building Staff 

Liam McDonough Building Staff

Jim Surdam Building Staff

April Worship
Mission of the Month - Francis House

Friday or Sunday
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday, March 31  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, April 1   9:00 AM Early Service/Sanctuary
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

Pride or Confidence
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday, April 7   5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, April 8         9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Mission of the Month

Rev. Cindy Mapstone
Saturday, April 14  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, April 15   9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Communion
Starting Point

Repairing the Breach
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday April 21  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, April 22   9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

Building a Bridge
Rev. William A. Carlsen & Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday, April 28  5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, April 29   9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                  11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

Newsletter Article Submissions
Newsletter article submissions can be made by 
email to newsletter@dewittchurch.org.  Please 
plan ahead as the newsletter deadline is the 15th 

of each month.  Thank you.

Communicating with Church Leadership
The Advisory Committee meets on a regular basis and 
serves to advise the Senior Minister. All members of the 
Advisory Committee are members of the Board of Trustees. 
Input, ideas, suggestions, and comments are always 
welcome and may be submitted by e-mail to advisory@
dewittchurch.org. Those without access to email may 
place messages in the church’s internal mailboxes or mail 
to Advisory Committee, DeWitt Community Church, 3600 
Erie Boulevard East, DeWitt, NY 13214.  

In order to ensure the integrity of church communications, 
we are not able to consider anonymous letters. The pastoral 
staff is always open to discussion of issues and concerns in 
a spirit of Christian community and respect.


