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Pastor On-Call
One member of our Pastoral Care Staff will 
be on call 24/7, 365 days a year to respond 
to crisis situations or emergencies in our 
church family. The emergency phone 
number is: (315) 303-2308. Please leave 
a message and your contact information 
and the pastor on-call will return your call 
as soon as possible.

Interested in Membership at DeWitt Community Church?

We will be having a membership gathering at 12:15 pm on Sunday, 
March 24th in Miller Commons. At the gathering their will explore 
what we as a church believe and the meaning of membership. We will 
rap up no later than 1:30. The
gathering allows you to explore membership without obligation of 
joining. Please RSVP the church office; ofice@dewittchurch.org so 
we know how many to prepare for. Also, if you would like to join, but 
are unable to make this date, please let us know so we can plan an 
alternative date.

March Worship
Mission of the Month-HOPE for Ariang

“How Firm a Foundation”
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday March 2 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, March 3  9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                   11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Mission of the Month
10 Years of Ministry Together Celebration

Ash Wednesday: "Lent: A Time of Liminal Space"
Rev. Alan R. Rudnick
Wednesday March 6 5:30 Meal & 6:30 Service/Miller Commons 

“Life Changing Encounters: A Different Kind of Sight”   
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday March 9 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, March 10 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                   11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

“Life Changing Encounters: A Different Kind of Work ”
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday March 16 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, March 17 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                   11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

“Life Changing Encounters: A Different Kind of Birth”
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday March 23 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, March 24 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                   11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Communion at all 3 Services

“Life Changing Encounters: A Different Kind of Drink”
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday March 30 5:30 PM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
Sunday, March 31 9:00 AM Chapel Service/Miller Commons
                   11:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary



Sunday, March 3
•12:00 PM
10 Years of Ministry 
Together Celebration (Miller 
Commons)

Monday, March 4
•9:30 AM
WA Steering Committee 
Meeting (Room 42)

Wednesday, March 6
•5:30 PM
Ash Wednesday Dinner and 
Service (Miller Commons) 

Sunday, March 10
•12:00 PM
Starting Point (Library)

Monday, March 11
•6:00 PM 
Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision (Room 42) 

Tuesday, March 12
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision (Parlor) 
•12:00 PM 
All Staff Meeting (Parlor)
•6:00 PM 
Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision (Library) 

Saturday, March 16
•8:00 AM
Red Cross Blood Drive (Gym)

Wednesday, March 20
•6:30 PM
Property Management 
Committee (Room 42)

Saturday, March 23
•9:00 AM
Meals on Wheels Bottle Drive 
(Cemetery Lot)

Sunday, March 24
•12:00 PM
Membership Gathering 
(Miller Commons)

Monday, March 25
•6:00 PM 
Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision (Room 42) 

Tuesday, March 26
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision (Parlor) 
•6:00 PM 
Stephen Ministry Peer 
Supervision (Library) 
•7:00 PM 
Board of Trustees (Room 6)

Thursday, March 28
•9:30 AM
IF:EQUIP Women's Bible 
Study (Miller Commons)
•10:00 AM 
Cut-Ups (Room 6) 

Sunday, March 31
•12:30 PM 
Gab and Gather Women's 
Fellowship (Miller Commons)

LOOKING AHEAD
COMING SOON
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WEEKLY IN MARCH
Please check the Weekly 

Announcements for any changes to the 
Church schedule.

SUNDAY
9:00 AM
Chapel Service (Miller Commons)
Nursery (Room 10)
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Study (Room 42)
Bible Study w/ Alan (Room 6)
Confirmation Class (Room 8)
Nursery (Room 45)
11:00 AM
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Youth Worship (Room 7)
Nursery – Ages 0-3 (Rm 45)
Children’s Sunday School
(Miller Commons )

MONDAY
5:30 PM
Disciple Bible Study (Parlor)
6:30 PM
Community Bible Study (Miller 
Commons)
7:00 PM
Embassy Bell Choir (Choir Room) 

TUESDAY
1:30 PM 
Program Staff Meeting (Library)

WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM 
Bible Study (Rm 42/Parlor) 
10:45 AM 
Stay & Play (Gym) 

THURSDAY
6:00 PM
Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00 PM
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
(Choir Room) 

FRIDAY
9:00 AM
Bulletin Inserts (Library)

SATURDAY
5:30 PM
Chapel Service (Miller Commons)

WELCOMING OUR NEW MEMBERS
Chris D. Wunderlich, Joyce B. Farah, Maya F. Wunderlich

Joyce and Chris were married in 2003 in 
Syracuse. Chris is a native of Hamilton, NY.  
Chris is one of six.  He earned his Bachelor of 
Science from Hope College, Michigan.  Chris 
is an environmental geologist and works for 
local companies in the CNY area and enjoys the 
outdoors. Chris has a son, Sullivan, age 23, who 
lives and works in Syracuse. 

Joyce immigrated to the US with her parents 
and three brothers in the 1970’s and settled 
in Liverpool. She earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology and French, her Masters in 
Education from Syracuse University, and 
her medical degree from Upstate Medical 

University. Joyce works as a dermatologist with her family at their private office, Farah Dermatology 
and Cosmetics, and Upstate Medical University.  Joyce has a daughter, Yasmina, age 25, who works 
as an artist in Brooklyn, New York. Joyce enjoys playing the xylophone and is part of the family 
band.

Chris and Joyce are parents to Maya, age 14.  Maya is a student in 9th grade at Liverpool High 
School. She enjoys the outdoors with her father, winter sports, water sports, and her new dog 
Cedar. Joyce, Chris, and Maya look forward to being a part of the DCC family.



FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
Churches often use language or have 
traditions that are meaningful only to people 
who attend church on a regular basis. As 
worship attendance in our country has 
declined dramatically over the last 20 years 
or so, we can no longer assume that even the 
most well know Biblical stories and traditions 
will be understood by the general public. 
This requires us (the Church) to do a better 
job of teaching the great stories or faith 
and explaining the meanings behind the 

traditions that guide our faith.

On Wednesday, March 6, we as a congregation will gather to observe 
what is known as Ash Wednesday, which begins the season of Lent. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends the Saturday before Easter. 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, where we remember Christ’s 
entry into Jerusalem as people placed palm branches down before 
him and as people shouted Hosanna (meaning God save us). Holy 
week commemorates Christ’s last week of life on earth, and is the 
final, most important part of Lent.

Ash Wednesday derives its name from the placing of repentance 

ashes on the foreheads of participants to the words "Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The ashes come 
from burning palm leaves from the previous year’s Palm Sunday 
observance.

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays. Lent comes 
from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, which means "spring." The forty 
days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the 
temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry. For us, Lent 
is a time to focus on repentance, and preparation for the coming of 
Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection.

This year to assist you in preparing for Easter, we will be proving you 
with the daily devotional resource “Lent for Everyone” by N.T. Wright. 
It will be sent to you both by e- mail and will be available on our 
website. I want to encourage you to spend just a few minutes each 
day to focus on this brief devotional. I believe that as you do so, and 
as we do this together as a church, that it will help us to grow deeper 
in our faith, and in our understanding of Christ doing this season of 
Lent.

Rejoicing Always!  
Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Senior Minister
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NEWS & NOTES
Sing with the Choir on Good Friday
The Chancel Choir will present Michael John Trotta's setting of 
Seven Last Words of Christ this year on April 19th (Good Friday.) 
The piece is a spectacular new setting of the familiar final words 
of Christ scored for choir, soloists and orchestra. 
I am very excited for the opportunity to present this new piece to 
the congregation but would also love to have new people to help 
present it. We will rehearse the piece from 7-7:30 on Thursday 
nights in the choir room before working on our Sunday morning 
anthems. 
If you are interested in joining us for this piece, the only 
"requirement" is a willingness to sing. We are always happy to 
have new members and this is a great opportunity to try out the 
choir. If you have any questions please contact me, Abel Searor,  
at asearor@dewittchurch.org.

Stewardship in Action: Gifts From God: Gifts To God
Lent and Easter are great seasons for formation and preparation. 
During this season, Christians often hear the call to return to God 
with all their hearts, thus spending more time in prayer and fasting. 
The journey begins with God’s call (Ash Wednesday) and continues 
through our own repentance, reconciliation with God, and the 
preparation to proclaim our belief in the risen Christ (Palm Sunday 
and Easter). 

Many thanks to those who submitted an Estimate of Giving for 
2019. And a special thanks to those who increased their estimate of 
giving in response to our Matching Gift Opportunity.  We know your 
life will be abundantly blessed by your generosity.   

Let’s look at a few places where DCC has served others with our gifts 
and stewardship recently:

 Connecting with our community:
•Hosting the Dean of Hendrick’s Chapel at Syracuse 
University during the weekend of January 26th

•Our church hosting a funeral for a young man from 
Jamesville Dewitt who passed away in Pennsylvania 
following a tragic car accident

•Holding amazing Christmas Eve services with nearly 
1000 people in attendance.

 Serving others:
•Raising much-needed funds for JD Ecumenical Food 
Pantry, In My Father’s Kitchen, and The American Red 
Cross Pillowcase Project.

•Compassion Cooks serving cookies during the 
holidays and soup dinners to members of congregation 
and community in February.

•Serving lunch at the Samaritan Center in January and 
February.

 Growing our faith:
•Starting a new women’s fellowship group: Gab & 
Gather.

•Having a confirmation class of 15 youth.

•Completing a discipleship class with Pastor Alan 
Rudnick.

Kim Buchanan, Rachel Roney, Rick Hall, Pastor Alan Rudnick & Dot Hall 

International Students and Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 
As we continue to reach out to students at Syracuse University, 
LeMoyne College and Onondaga Community College we are 
looking for individuals and families who would like to play a part 
in helping these students feel at home in the Syracuse area.  It 
may be helping with an event, adopting a student or two, or a 
willingness to host a dinner during holidays for students unable 
to travel home.  If you are interested, please let us know.  

For International Students, contact Jane jhahn@dewittchurch.
org  For Athletes, please contact Mark drmarkes@umich.edu.

Gab and Gather Mid-Year Update
The DCC Women’s Fellowship Gab and Gather has been meeting monthly since October.  Generally 20 to 30 women attend each time. Some 
just “drop in” for a bit of coffee and conversation, others stay the whole time and enjoy lunch. The next Gab and Gather is March 31 from 
Noon to 1:30 in Miller commons.  All DCC women and friends are invited. A group of volunteers will meet February 28 at 6:30 in the church 
library. Our team members only volunteer on occasion, when it’s convenient, so it’s not a monthly commitment. We’d love to hear your ideas, 
so please join us! Dessert will be served. 

Questions? Contact Petie Rein 315-637-0510 or petie7471@yahoo.com.
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SMALL GROUPS: CHRISTIAN, NOT WHAT YOU THINK
What would happen if we were to walk out 
on the street here on Erie Boulevard and 
asked people, “What is a Christian?” What 
would we hear? What would be said?

David Kinnaman, a Christian researcher 
wrote the book, UnChristian. In his book, 
Kinnaman did this very thing. He asked 
people between the ages of 16 to 29 
who are not Christians. He asked them 
questions to try to understand what 

they’re perceptions of towards Christians. Kinnaman asked these 
people to describe a Christian. Here's are the top answers:

• Judgmental  (87%)

• Hypocritical (85%)

• Old fashioned (78%)

• Too into politics (75%)

• Out of touch (72%)

The reality is this is the largest group of unchurched people. Where 
are the descriptions of "loving" or "caring"? If so many have a 
negative view of us it makes sense why American churches are not 
full as they once were. Then, we must ask ourselves, what is going 
on? Maybe we should look back at what Jesus did and said.

Starting this March, we are starting a new small group study: 
"Christian - not what you think". This study will explore how the 
Bible directs us to live according to the word of Jesus. In Christian, 
you’ll learn:

What one word should be descriptive of every Christian

How Jesus’ followers should treat those who are outside the faith

Why people love Jesus but can’t stand his followers

What does is mean to be Christian? Curiously, the term is never 
used in Scripture. Instead, Christian was a label used by outsiders 
to define Jesus’ followers. Jesus referenced ‘disciple’ as the key 
word he used to describe his supporters along with the fact that 
they would be known for their love – a novel concept for their 
time – and ours today. Through eight engaging and enlightening 
sessions, this study unpacks these qualities Jesus prescribes for 
his followers that made them unique. What if believers today 
embodied these traits? Would the non-believing world put aside 
its definition of ‘Christian’ and instead know us by our love?  
(Optional study guide book $8 available in the church office.)

Love and Grace,

Rev. Alan Rudnick



Prayer Request Cards
Prayer Request Cards are available at various locations 
in the church.  If you have a prayer request you would 
like to share, please fill out the yellow card and drop it 
in a communication box or leave it in the office.

Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain is group of members who commit 
to pray consistently for requests that come in the 
form of an e-mail. If you would like to receive prayer 
requests or no longer receive them, please alert Kay 
Paulsen, paulsenk@dewittchurch.org. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Do you like to knit or crochet?  Consider joining the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.  You can create shawls for 
those who are ill or experiencing loss or a square for 
military to wear in their helmet. For more information 
contact Nancy Bond, nancybond3@gmail.com for 
yarn and patterns. 
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Are you stressed? Discouraged? Feeling down?
You don't have to go through difficult times alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready 
to provide you support you through a tough time. Stephen Ministers are members of 
Dewitt Community Church who have gone through 50 hours of training to provide 
confidential, one-to-one Christian care. A Stephen Minister meets with his or her care 
receiver once a week for around an hour to listen, care, pray, and provide emotional 
and spiritual encouragement. Men are matched with male Stephen Ministers, and 
women are matched with female Stephen Ministers. So don't keep it all inside and 
struggle alone. Contact Pastor Cindy Mapstone at cmapstone@dewittchurch.org, or 
one of our Stephen Leaders: Judi Wilson, Kay Paulsen or Dot Hall.

resulted in the deaths of more 
than 2.5 million people and the 
displacement of more than six 
million. In addition, what little 
infrastructure existed prior to 
the conflict has since been dec-
imated. The organization places 
special attention on overcoming 
the economic and societal barri-
ers that affect women and girls, 
and recognizes the importance 
of providing education to reduce 
the gender gap. HOPE seeks to 
create a sustainable model in Ar-
iang that can be replicated to em-
power people in other regions of 
the country.

Donate

With your generous support we can help 
educate a new generation of children, giv-
ing them the opportunity to live a life free 
from the ravages of war and poverty in Su-
dan. Whether you provide a one-time gift, 
commit to a monthly donation, or con-
tribute your time to educate others about 
HOPE for Ariang’s mission, we thank you.  
Visit hopeforariang.org to learn more.

To make a financial gift to Hope for Ariang, 
please use the contribution envelopes 
available in the pews and check “Mission 
of the Month.”

Mission of the Month - HOPE for Ariang

HOPE for Ariang Foundation is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization dedicated to pro-
viding South Sudanese with inclusive ac-
cess to education, opportunities, and re-
sources, with a special focus on women and 
girls, one village at a time.

Our Mission

We believe in the transformative power 
of literacy education to enable people to 
reach their full human potential and human 
development.

What We Do

HOPE is primarily involved in improving the 

access to and quality of education in Ariang. 
To achieve these, HOPE provides additional 
social services such as clean water, health 
care, and economic opportunities, which if 
left unattended, pose a barrier to villagers’ 
educations. Finally, HOPE raises awareness 
in the US and abroad about the current sit-
uation in South Sudan and the need for a 
better education system in South Sudan.

Who We Serve

HOPE serves the people of Ariang village 
and neighboring rural communities. The 
nation has been destroyed by twenty-two 
years of civil war with the North, which has 

Meals on Wheels Bottle Drive
Meals on Wheels of Eastern Onondaga County will be holding our next Bottle and Can 
Drive on Saturday, March 23 from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Our two drop-off sites are at the 
DCC Cemetery parking lot and at Sno-Top in Manlius.  We are so appreciative of your 
continued support as we assist our neighbors by providing nutritious meals and daily 
contact!

COMPASSION MINISTRY



FAMILY MINISTRY
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Gloria Trode-Director of Children's Music 
gtrode@dewittchurch.org
Call/Text: 404-791-7723 

‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ 
And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on 

them, and blessed them.”
—Mark 10:13-16 (NRSV).

Sunday Music Ministry for Young People
Young Singers 9:45-10:15AM in Room 9
All children Elementary through Grade 8 (able to read words)

Treble Makers 10:20-10:50 AM In Room 7
All children Kindergarten through Grade 3 

Young Ringers 10:20-10:50 AM In Room 9
All Children and Youth Grades 4 and up

Young Singers/Young Ringers will present in Worship @ 11AM 
on: March 31, 2019 , April 14, 2019 & May 19, 2019

Rev. Cindy Mapstone
Family & Congregational Care Minister
cmapstone@dewittchurch.org 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:55 PM In Miller Commons
All Children Kindergarten 
through Grade 5 
New Sunday School Curriculum

Beginning February 3, 2019 we are 
using "Feasting on the Word" Curriculum. Designed to encourage 
cooperative learning across a wide age range, children ages 5-12 will 
experience Scripture through storytelling, drama, and activities that 
appeal to various learning styles.

Resources Include:

• Teacher-friendly leader guide

• Comprehensive yet accessible biblical background for teachers

• Reproducible resource sheets for each session

• Age-appropriate activities that stimulate children’s discovery

• Child - friendly music incorporated into the lesson outline 

• Full-color visuals for each session in the seasonal Color Packs

Mary Chirello-Youth Ministry Director
Email: mchirello@dewittchurch.org 
Call/Text: 315.247.0060

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER - FAMILY ICE SKATING
March 24 2019 from 2-4pm
$7 per skater
Includes rentals
Tennity Ice Skating Pavilion
511 Skytop Rd
Helmets are highly suggested.
Sign Up Now at dccmission.org

Needed: Middle School Teacher 
for Sunday Mornings 

If you have a passion for teaching middle 
school students and are able to volunteer 
some of your time on a Sunday morning 
between 11-12 PM, our youth committee 
would love to meet with you. If you are 
interested, please contact Mary 



DeWitt Community Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Mark Sommers Senior Minister

Rev. Alan Rudnick Executive Associate Minister 

Rev. William Carlsen Adjunct Associate Minister

Rev. Cindy Mapstone Associate/Family & Congregational Care Minister

Rev. Edwin “Ted” Taylor Senior Minister Emeritus 

Dr. Landrum “Hap” Wooten Associate Minister Emeritus  

Gloria Trode Director of Children’s Music

Abel Searor Director of Worship Arts Principal Organist  

Nic MacLane Director of Creative Worship

Mary Chirello Youth Director & Hospitality Coordinator

Alyssa Eighmey Office Administrator 

Peter Hawley Communication Coordinator

Jane Hahn Bookkeeper

Mick Thorpe Director of Building Services

Reinaldo Mercado Building Staff 

Liam McDonough Building Staff

Jim Surdam Building Staff

Newsletter Article Submissions
Newsletter article submissions can be made by 
email to newsletter@dewittchurch.org.  Please 
plan ahead as the newsletter deadline is the 15th 

of each month.  Thank you.

Communicating with Church Leadership
The Advisory Committee meets on a regular basis and 
serves to advise the Senior Minister. All members of the 
Advisory Committee are members of the Board of Trustees. 
Input, ideas, suggestions, and comments are always 
welcome and may be submitted by e-mail to advisory@
dewittchurch.org. Those without access to email may 
place messages in the church’s internal mailboxes or mail 
to Advisory Committee, DeWitt Community Church, 3600 
Erie Boulevard East, DeWitt, NY 13214.  

In order to ensure the integrity of church communications, 
we are not able to consider anonymous letters. The pastoral 
staff is always open to discussion of issues and concerns in 
a spirit of Christian community and respect.


