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S U M M E R
S E R VA N T S

MORE ON
PAGE 4
Pastor On-Call

One member of our Pastoral Care Staff will
be on call 24/7, 365 days a year to respond
to crisis situations or emergencies in our
church family. The emergency phone
number is: (315) 303-2308. Please leave
Connecting people with Christ through community
a message and your contact information
Helping people grow in faith
and the pastor on-call will return your call
Serving God by using our gifts to serve others
as soon as possible.
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LOOKING AHEAD
COMING SOON

WEEKLY IN AUGUST
Please check the Weekly
Announcements for any changes to
the Church schedule.

SUNDAY
8:00 AM
Chapel Service
(Courtyard/Miller Commons)
9:00 AM
Adult Bible Study (Room 42)
10:00 AM
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Nursery – Ages 0-3 (Rm 45)
Children’s Sunday School
(Room 44)

MONDAY
No Scheduled Events

TUESDAY
9:30 AM
Women's Bible Study
(Miller Commons)

Thursday, August 9
•6:00 PM
WyldLife Event (Gym)
Saturday, August 11
•11:00 AM
Mid York Doll Club
(Rm 6)
Sunday, August 12
•11:00 AM
Confirmation Meeting
(Miller Commons)
•11:00 AM
Starting Point (Library)
Monday, August
13 through Friday,
August 17
Vacation Bible School
(Lower Level)
Tuesday, August 14
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer
Supervision (Parlor)

Wed, August 15
•7:00 PM
Property Management
Committee (Room 42)
Thursday, August 23
•10:00 AM
Cut-Ups (Room 6)
•6:00 PM
YoungLife (Gym)
Tuesday, August 28
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer
Supervision (Parlor)
Monday, September 3
LABOR DAY
OFFICE CLOSED
Wed, September 5
•7:00 PM
Christian Caring
Committee Meeting
(Library)

Sat, September 8
•8:00 AM Red Cross
Blood Drive (Gym))
•11:00 AM
Mid York Doll Club
(Rm 6)
Sunday, August 12
•10:30 AM
Confirmation Meeting
(Miller Commons)
Tues, September 11
•9:00 AM & 3:30 PM
Stephen Ministry Peer
Supervision (Parlor)
•12:00 PM
All Staff Meeting (Parlor)
Thurs, September 13
•9:00 AM
Joint Circle of Friends
meeting (Room 42)

1:30 PM
Program Staff Meeting (Library)

WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM
Bible Study (Rm 42/Parlor)
10:45 AM
Stay & Play (Gym/Offsite)

THURSDAY
6:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous (Room 6)

FRIDAY
9:00 AM
Bulletin Inserts (Library)

SATURDAY
5:30 PM
Chapel Service
(Courtyard/Miller Commons)
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Pedaling With the Pastor

Samaritan Center Volunteers

For the past 13 Years Pastor Mark has traveled
with a group of friends bicycling somewhere
between 350 to 637 miles in a week. This year
Pastor Mark & his Cohorts will be pedaling from
“HELL TO PARADISE” covering somewhere about
365 miles (if they don’t get lost). Each year while
at DeWitt Pastor Mark has used this ride as a
way to raise funds for a special project around
the church; from the Video Screens in Miller
Commons, Refurbishing our Bells, renovating
room 10 into the Kid Zone, and renovating the
Children’s Wing. This year all gifts to Pedaling
with the Pastor will go towards next year’s
Mission trip to South Sudan. Our Goal this
year is $5,000. We invite you to contribute to
Pedaling with the Pastor by using the white pew
envelopes and placing your contribution in the
offering plate or jar. Please write “Pedaling With
the Pastor” on the offering envelope or on the
check. You can also pay by credit card by calling
the church office.

We need 4 volunteers to arrive at 10:30 AM for
prep work, and for the rest of our volunteers
to arrive at 12:15 PM. If you can volunteer,
consider bringing a friend. Sign up online
at dewittchurch.org/samaritan. If you are
interested in volunteering for our next trip
to the Samaritan Center, or would like to
be contacted about future opportunities to
serve, contact Craig Mabbett at cmabbett88@
gmail.com, or call 315.436.0429. If you need
transportation arrangements can be made.
Upcoming dates: November 11, January 6.

FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You… for your
generosity!

since 2002.

In late May we realized that our expenses
were exceeding our budget by about
$30,000…. mainly because of the long and
cold winter that translated into much higher
bills for snow removal and heating costs. We
put the word out to the congregation, and
thanks to the sacrificial giving by many folks
we were able to close our fiscal year in the
black and with the highest contribution level

It is always a fine line when it comes to challenging people to be
generous, as we never want to hear “all they want is my money.” At
the same time, we know that generosity is an important component
of the Christian faith, and that without it, we will not have the
resources necessary to carry out the ministry that God has called
us to.
I am so excited about what we are doing at DeWitt Community
Church; from our worship, to children’s ministry, youth ministry and
adult groups …from the way we care for people and the involvement

of so many in “hands on ministry” both inside and outside our walls.
Truly remarkable things are happening around here and we give
thanks for all the folks who make it happen through there generosity
of time, talent and resources. THANK YOU!
On another note, August is a time when the church staff focuses
its energy in getting ready for the fall and the new program year.
Our fall schedule begins on the weekend of September 8 & 9 with
Homecoming on Sunday September 16. Again this year we will
celebrate the beginning of the new program year with a giant
Barbecue picnic on the front lawn catered by Holy Smoke. There
will be games and activities for kids and information and sign up
opportunities for Grow and Serve groups.
Rejoicing Always!

Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Senior Minister

THE BIBLE DOESN'T HAVE TO BE INTIMIDATING
Ever wonder what Genesis has to do with
Revelation? How is the Bible a living word
that is connected through God's people?
Is the Bible just a jumble of stories? Want
to know more about the Bible in a way
that is complete and makes sense? How
are Adam, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David,
Jesus, Paul, and Peter connected? Want to
grow with a small group of people who
want to learn more about their faith?

reading Scripture, for recording thoughts and questions arising out
of the daily study, and for notes during the weekly group session.

This fall, I'll be leading another session of Disciple Bible Study.
No matter how much or how little you already know of the Bible,
spending time studying God’s word can be transformative. Learn
together and grow together with your church family this fall. The
study gives the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing
the wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God. DISCIPLE draws
upon the work of scholars, the personal Bible reading and study of
the participant, and dynamic group discussion to aid understanding
of the Bible.

Join us as we gain an understanding that Jesus is rooted in Judaism
and the Scriptures of Judaism and that Christianity and the New
Testament are rooted in the Scriptures of Judaism-our Old Testament.
This study will help you go deeper into the bible, with an aim to
deepen discipleship through better understanding of the biblical
texts and their message.

Commitment and Time Involved:
-Purchase of a Study Guide ($45)
-20 to 30 minutes daily in preparation for weekly group meetings.
-Meeting for 2 hours (with a break) once a week
-28 weeks (with breaks) studying most of the Bible
-An openness to be led through scripture

This study will change your life!

I invite you to contact me if you have any questions. There will
This study is for new Christians, long-time Christians, and seekers. be a preview meeting where you can learn more, look at the
This study is for long time Bible readers, never-Bible readers, and study material, ask questions, and receive more information on
Monday, September 24 @ 5:30 PM in the Parlor.
sometimes Bible readers.
Each member of the group needs a study manual and a Bible. The Love and Grace,
Bible is the text for the study and the study manual will guide group
members in their study and preparation for the weekly group session.
The study manual also includes suggestions for individual research
and study-related activities. Space is provided for taking notes while Rev. Alan Rudnick
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SUMMER SERVANTS

Summer Servants 2018 was
another successful week!

Our team from Dewitt Community Church was immersed in many different
cultures from Syracuse as we tackled the topic of poverty at our work-sites.
We started each morning helping adults from other countries learn English at
the West Side Learning Center. From there, each day brought a new adventure as
we helped out non-profits like the CNY diaper bank, the stone soup garden, the
bread of life church, the rescue mission and the Brady Farm.
There were 6 kids total from DCC and almost 50 kids total for our week
of participation. Teens and adults enjoyed worship songs, small group
conversations, games and recreation nights. It was a wonderful experience
for all those involved. Also, a big thank you to all of our volunteers who
helped with donating snacks and prepared a meal for our group! We are so
thankful! We hope that next year, you'll consider participating!
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY
Mary Chirello-Youth Ministry Director
Email: mchirello@dewittchurch.org
Call/Text: 315.247.0060

Register Now for
Confirmation 2019

Ben Rayland-Children's Ministry Director
Gloria Trode-Director of Children's Music
childrensministry@dewittchurch.org
Sundays
10AM-Nursery &Sunday School for all ages

Calling all 8th grade students! We are
looking to get a head count for all students
that would like to participate in confirmation for the 2018-2019
school year. If you are in 9th grade or above and were never
confirmed but would like to be, we'd love to have you this coming
year. For questions and more information, please contact our youth
director, Mary Chirello.

SAVE THE DATES!!!!

August 5 - High School Beach Bible Study
12PM-1PM
August 9-Middle School Wildlife event 6-7:30PM - DCC (Meet at back parking lot)
August 12- Confirmation Information Meeting
11AM (Parlor) With light lunch
August 17- Middle School Pool Party
August 31- High school Bonfire Kick Off 6-8PM

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER VBS
The Children's Ministry Department is pumped to announce
Summer 2018 Vacation Bible School! The official dates are
Monday, August 13th through Friday, August 17th and the
theme will be Shipwrecked!
Programs are available for toddlers through pre-K, and Grades K
through 5. The cost is $25 for one child, $50 for two children or
more than two children, and scholarships are available.
We are also openly accepting donations as we are strongly
considering running another Winter VBS next year! Please
visit dewittchurch.org/vbs to register your kids or sign up to
volunteer!
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COMPASSION MINISTRY
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Do you like to knit or crochet? Consider joining the
Prayer Shawl Ministry. You can create shawls for
those who are ill or experiencing loss or a square for
military to wear in their helmet. For more information
contact Nancy Bond, nancybond3@gmail.com for
yarn and patterns.

Prayer Request Cards
Prayer Request Cards are available at various locations
in the church. If you have a prayer request you would
like to share, please fill out the yellow card and drop it
in a communication box or leave it in the office.

Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain is group of members who commit
to pray consistently for requests that come in the
form of an e-mail. If you would like to receive prayer
requests or no longer receive them, please alert Kay
Paulsen, paulsenk@dewittchurch.org.

Honoring Dr. Kay Paulsen
As many of you know, Dr. Kay Paulsen
retired on June 30 after serving for 10
years as Director of Congregational Care.
Kay has made a tremendous impact in
the life of our congregation and we will
be honoring her at Homecoming, on
September 16. We want to say thank you
to her as a congregation by giving her a
special gift. If you would like to contribute
to this gift, please mark on your check or
envelope “HONORING KAY,” or you can call
the church 315-445-0331 to put your gift
on a credit card

Mission of the Month: Mercy Works
development, technical training, and
employment skills. The youth and families
that go through the program are given
hope, and equipped with the tools to
change their future.
Mercy Works is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization that operates from the
Clarence Jordan Vision Center located
on 1221 S. Salina St. in Syracuse, NY. We
truly believe that empowering youth and
under-served individuals will improve our
community, and enable them to reach their
highest potential.
We facilitate vision based programs that
focus on academic achievement, character

You can help develop youth in our
community by making a financial
investment in the Vision Center. Your
contribution, regardless of size, will be
used to deliver the highest possible quality
of service to our young people and their
families. By making a monthly contribution
you can help to insure the continuity of our
programs. But, whether you become a one
time or ongoing contributor, know that
your support counts and is appreciated!

Meal for Africa Mission Trip
Grab your friends and family and come August
20th to UNO's in Fayetteville Towne Center for
a meal, and support the fundraising for the
Africa Mission Trip. All you have to do is bring
the included "coupon" and give it to your
server. Up to 20% of your check will go toward
the fundraising efforts for the mission trip. You
can dine in or take out! Purchase of gift cards
will not be included. Just by enjoying a meal,
you are supporting the Africa Mission Trip. Feel
free to give copies to your colleagues, friends,
and family - the more the merrier!

A NOTE TO THE CONGREGATION
Message from the Board President:
“Just sit right back and you’ll hear a tale, a tale of a fateful trip
That started from this tropic port aboard this tiny ship.”
The Ballad of Gilligan’s Island
I’m reminded at times of the importance of stories in helping us
to make sense of the world around us and how to live within it
– particularly the stories we hear when we’re young. I remember
one summer picking up a copy of Treasure Island to pass the time
during a long boring bus ride from Florida. Here was the story of a
youth on an adventure fraught with danger, betrayal, and mystery
– and yet he courageously weathered those challenges to a happy
ending.
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At DeWitt Community Church, August is the time for Vacation
Bible School, this year with the theme “Shipwrecked.” Our children
will imagine themselves castaways on a desert island dealing with
some of life’s challenges: loss, worry, struggle – to name a few.
Through Bible stories from Matthew, Luke and Acts they will hear
how Jesus can carry them through life’s storms. The children will
be grouped into “crews” for various activities, games, crafts, singing
and worship. Leading it all will be the brave “Skippers” from our
children’s staff. It promises to be an exciting week, with a happy
rescue at the end.
Eric W. Witschi,
President DCC Board of trustees

IF:EQUIP
Women's Daytime Bible Study

New Study: Religion and Politics, Uneasy Fellows:
Finding a Way Forward

Second and Fourth Tuesdays
September 11 through December 11
Miller Commons, 9:30 - 11:00 AM

Sundays at 10 AM starting September 23, Miller Commons

Whether you already open your Bible every day, or
struggle to keep up with studying Scripture, Open
Your Bible, a 7-session study from the women
behind She Reads Truth, will leave you with a
greater appreciation for the Word of God and a
stronger desire to truly know the Bible inside and
out. Snacks, drinks, and childcare provided.
REGISTER NOW AT DEWITTCHURCH.ORG/IF

Our parents taught us there are two things you don't talk about at parties: Religion and
politics. With an election year upon us, how do we as Christians respond to the call to be
faithful to God and seek the common good of others in our selection of public officials?
Can we talk about politics without a conversation ending in a shouting match? In this
study, Pastor Alan will guide participants through navigating how Christians can be both
a people of faith and seeking the common good for society utilizing study of scripture,
discussion, listening, and video. This study will draw upon the work of Christian authors,
Philip Yancy and Reinhold Niebuhr. No matter if you are a Republican, Democrat,
independent, or have no political affiliation you will benefit from this study as a way to
navigate faith and politics with other Christians, friends, coworkers, and family.

Welcoming International
Students

Middle Adult Group Road Trip

Summer Hymn Sing

Saturday, August 18

Saturday, September 8 at 5:30 PM

This fall we as a church will be making an
effort to connect with international students
by establishing friendships with students
from Syracuse University, Le Moyne College
and Onondaga Community College. If you
are interested in learning more about serving
as a Friendship Partner, please contact the
church office by phone, 315-445-0331 or
e-mail; office@dewittchurch.org.

Dave and Candee Schneckenburger have
invited the Middle Adult Group up to their
camp on 4th Lake for the day on Saturday,
August 18. Its about a 2 hour drive from
DeWitt. Please RSVP to office@dewittchurch.
org or 315.445.0331 & we will provide driving
directions and details.

We'll be joining together in song and
celebration in our summer tradition of a
Church Hymn Sing. Directly following will
be a barbecue. Please bring a side dish
and/or dessert to pass. Childcare will be
provided. RSVP to Mary ASAP: 315.247.0060
or mchirello@dewittchurch.org.
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August Worship
Mission of the Month - Mercy Works

“Discovering Peace and Redemption in an Angry World”
Rev Alan R. Rudnick
Saturday August 4		
5:30 PM Chapel Service/Courtyard
Sunday, August 5		
8:00 AM Chapel Service/Courtyard
			
10:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

DeWitt Community Church Staff
Rev. Dr. Mark Sommers Senior Minister
Rev. Alan Rudnick Executive Associate Minister
Rev. William Carlsen Adjunct Associate Minister
Rev. Cindy Mapstone Associate Minister & Congregational Care Director
Rev. Edwin “Ted” Taylor Senior Minister Emeritus
Dr. Landrum “Hap” Wooten Associate Minister Emeritus

"The Beauty of Messy Churches"
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Sommers
Saturday August 11		
5:30 PM Chapel Service/Courtyard
Sunday, August 12		
8:00 AM Chapel Service/Courtyard
			
10:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary
Communion at all 3 services
Mission of the Month

Gloria Trode Director of Children’s Music

"The Wise Heart"
Rev. Alan R. Rudnick
Saturday August 18		
Sunday, August 19		
			

Alyssa Eighmey Office Administrator

"Glory Days"
Rev. Cindy Mapstone
Saturday August 25		
Sunday, August 26		
			

Abel Searor Director of Worship Arts Principal Organist
Nic MacLane Director of Family Worship
Mary Chirello Youth Director & Hospitality Coordinator
Ben Rayland Children’s Ministry Director
Soheila Yaddow Children’s Ministry Assistant
Ally Street Nursery Director
Peter Hawley Communication Coordinator

5:30 PM Chapel Service/Courtyard
8:00 AM Chapel Service/Courtyard
10:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

Jane Hahn Bookkeeper
Mick Thorpe Director of Building Services
Reinaldo Mercado Building Staff
Liam McDonough Building Staff
Jim Surdam Building Staff

5:30 PM Chapel Service/Courtyard
8:00 AM Chapel Service/Courtyard
10:00 AM Traditional Service/Sanctuary

Newsletter Article Submissions
Newsletter article submissions can be made by
email to newsletter@dewittchurch.org. Please
plan ahead as the newsletter deadline is the 15th
of each month. Thank you.

Communicating with Church Leadership
The Advisory Committee meets on a regular basis and
serves to advise the Senior Minister. All members of the
Advisory Committee are members of the Board of Trustees.
Input, ideas, suggestions, and comments are always
welcome and may be submitted by e-mail to advisory@
dewittchurch.org. Those without access to email may
place messages in the church’s internal mailboxes or mail
to Advisory Committee, DeWitt Community Church, 3600
Erie Boulevard East, DeWitt, NY 13214.
In order to ensure the integrity of church communications,
we are not able to consider anonymous letters. The pastoral
staff is always open to discussion of issues and concerns in
a spirit of Christian community and respect.

